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OFF THE EDITOR’S CHEST 


HE TERM “automation” is appearing with 
increasing frequency in public discussions 
these days. Technical pa; automation 
are given before scientific organi-ations; column 
ists discuss it; and there was even a Congres 
sional hearing held on the subject the latter 
part of last year 
Automation may be briefly defined as the ex 
pert use of tools and machines to make the prox 
ess of manufacture partly or wholly self-operat 
ing and self-regulating, to minimize human labor 
ind the need for human attention and coordina 
tion. The wide application of the principles of 
iutomation to American produ tion 18 one reason 
why consumers in this countrv have more. better 
ind cheaper household appliances, automobiles 
ind 1 *\ 0 sets tha i 
the world 
One engimeer who mack sul 
ect has pointed out that certain features 
iutomation go back several hundred years to 
the use of punched paper tape by Robert Hook: 
in 1670, Evans flour mill | ii Watt's inve 
m of the flyball governor in 1788 s well as 
the Jacquard punched-card-controlled loom 
1801. Asa rule, however, most people think of 
automation as characteristic of the 20th century 
assembly-line technique of mass production of 
consumers’ goods in the Detroit automobile fa 
tories, as well as machine- and instrument-con 
trolled processes and operations, the automati 
printed-circuit assembly in radio, television, and 
other electronic industries, and the electroni 
computers such as Univac and Mintac in the 
business field 
rhe development of automatic control of in 
dustry, arid to some extent business, has brought 
about a new language ot its own 80 extensive 
that a knowledge of the terms is essential for 
intelligent discussion A convenient little “Auto 
mation Dictionary’’ has been put out by the 
Brown Instrument Division of the Minneapolis 
Honeywell Regulator Company which defines 
(Continued on page 30) 
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The Consumers’ Observation Post 


FINANCING THE PURCHASE OF A NEW CAR costs more these day: ncreased 
interest rates forced by the Federal Reserve System have added to the bor- 
rowing costs of major finance companies which in turn are passing along the 
rise to the automobile dealers The standard rate for financing the indi 
vidual purchase of a car has been about 6% discount per year (12% inter- 
est), which means that for each $100 the company deducts $6 in advance fo! 
each year the loan is in effect The increased interest rates paid by the 
dealer will probably add at least $10 to the price of a car bought on time 


LANOLIN, which CR indicated back in 1955 was an excellent skin lubri- 
cant and an important ingredient in any effective hand lotion or face 
cream, has now become a magic substance for a host of cosmetics It is 
included in the new home permanent Secret, in Lady Esther face powder, 
Revlon’s lipstick, in various Lanolin Plus cosmetics, and Charles Antell 
products—-to mention just a few It really is an effective ingredient for 
skin lubrication, but there is no reason why the consumer should pay a 
premium price for products containing it As the advertising journal ide 
has pointed out, lanolin costs only about 30 cents a pound 

> > . 

HOW SOON THE TELEVISION EXPERTS will come up with a shallower, more 
compact picture tube for black-and-white TV is a matter of some speculation 
in the trade The objective is to reduce the size and weight of the pres- 
ent 2l-inch set. Aside from technical questions, some of the manufacturing 
problems are that the new experimental 2l-inch 120-degree tube is more 
difficult to make and more expensive It requires a greater power input 
hence more or larger power transformers, with an increase in the cost of 
the set. If the size of the cabinet is cut down, the entire chassis will 
need to be redesigned. There are a number of TV set manufacturers experi 
menting with the new tubes of several designs, but consumers are not ex 
pected to get them for a time, even if they are scheduled for production 


THREE WIDELY-—-USED COAL—TAR DYES have at last been removed from the 
list approved by the Food and Drug Administration for use in foods They 
may, however, be sold for external drug and cosmetic use The ban is ef- 
fective as of February 16, 1956 The colors involved are FD&C Orange No 
and No. 2, and FD&C Red No 2 Orange No. 1 has been widely used in 
candy, cakes, carbonated beverages, desserts, and meat products, including 
hot dogs Orange No. 2 and Red No. 32 have been used in dyeing Florida 
oranges A small amount of Orange No. 2 is used in cheese, cosmetics, and 
drugs The ban was proposed in the spring of 1955, but blocked by the ef 
forts of the Florida and Texas orange industries 


SINCE FABRICS that have a nap, or fuzzy finish, burn rapidly when 
brought into close proximity to a flame, they have been responsible in past 
years for painful, even fatal, burns, particularly in children In July 
1954, a federal law went into effect requiring that fabrics used in wearing 
apparel should not be dangerously flammable Many non-flammable finishes 
or flame retardants have appeared on the market, some of which, according 
to a study made by the DuPont Company, can increase rather than decrease 
the flammability of some synthetic fibers In laboratory tests, the com 
pany reported, a combination fabric of nylon and Fiberglas burned when 
ignited, although neither nylon nor Fiberglas would propagate a flame when 
tested alone Tests also indicated that cotton, rayon, or wool, when com- 
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flammable than either one alone, even though the combination fabric may 
have been treated with flame-retardant chemicals. According to the DuPont 
tests, fibers ranged in flammability from.cotton, which ignited at the low- 
est temperature, to wool, which required the highest temperature, and 
therefore was the most flame-resistant Next to wool came Dacron, followed 
by nylon, Orlon, acetate, rayon, and last, cotton 


* * * 


THOSE "MAGIC" INGREDIENTS being added to tooth pastes are s 
the sales department The Council on Dental Therapeutics of the Amer 
Dental Association has pointed out that brushing the teeth with 
brush and dentifrice after eating reduces carbohydrate residues, 
tant factor in tooth decay, but there is no satisfactory evidence 
of the special ingredients of a dentifrice are of any substantial 
preventing tooth decay 


tri 


* * * 


COMPLAINTS FROM BUYERS OF USED CARS that salesmen misrepresents 
condition of the vehicle purchased are received almost daily by the 
dianapolis Better Business Bureau, and by other Bureaus, no doubt 
Indianapolis Bureau points out that consumers should keep in mind the fact 
that all used cars are sold "AS IS” unless otherwise specified——-preferably 
in writing There is always some risk in buying any secondhand article 
The Bureau observes that the salesman is there to sell a car, not criticize 
it, and if he makes any important claims, they should appear on the bill of 
sale, to be valid One last word of caution, the Bureau warns never I 
a contract in blank Wait till the papers are filled out, read the fine 
print carefully, and then sign, if everything seems to be in order 
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* * * 


SOMETHING NEW IN BLANKETS is making its appearance The latest 

in the growing family of synthetics is Acrilan With special handling, 
National Institute of Drycleaning found that Acrilan blankets, like Dynel 
blankets, could be cleaned satisfactorily N.I.D. tests, however, indi- 
cated that both Acrilan and Dynel blankets gray readily and both have a 
tendency to attract lint in dry cleaning For this reason, the N.I.D 
recommended wet cleaning as the best method of handling such blankets 

in service, but not enough 
be objectionable They did not shrink excessively in dry cleaning 


TOOTHPICKS are a current menace to the human anatomy these days 
Medical Society of the State of New York pointed out not long ago that 
ailment known as “the acute abdomen" is often due to swallowing toothpicks 
which are put into a variety of foods and drink, including club sandwiches 
to hold them together, canapes, meatballs, and in the onions and olives 
that go into cocktails The ingested toothpick is invisible to the X-ray 
but it can cause serious damage to the intestines 


ONLY SKILLED ELECTRICIANS should be permitted to install and maintain 
permanent electric wiring According to James D. Lynett of the New York 
Board of Fire Underwriters, improperly installed and maintained electrical 
lines run a close second to lighted cigarettes in causing fires, and in 
money losses electrical fires are 7 times as costly The home handyman 
should not attempt installation of electrical circuits and apparatus par- 
ticularly in old buildings where loads on circuits are a danger because the 
insulation is old and easily damaged by heat Mr. Lynett regards as some- 
thing of a hazard the prevalent custom of giving heavy-current electrical 
appliances as bridal and anniversary gifts. They are likely to be installed 
and used without consideration for the possibility of dangerous overloading 
of house wiring circuits. 

> * > 

"WHAT IS WRONG WITH SILK that shows water spots," asked a consumer 

"I paid $5 a yard for silk and it spots on contact with clear water." The 


The continuation of this section is on page 33 
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When You Buy a New Car 


L1H the prices o| new 1utomobiles at a ill-trme high 


thrift consumers are giving considerable attentiol 


CARS 
to the question of how lor y to keep thei present car ind OVER See FROM! 


when thev can most advantageously tur on a new TO cH YMENT 
model. Back in 1934, Consumers’ Research, on the basis ol u0 pownk PA 
the data. customs. and prices then prevailing reported that 


ISINg i car itor three ears hetore turning tim of i new 


model is * lower priced held was regarded as - i — nee 
economica ractice lo ost cons ‘Ts so many changes 
onom r most umer mat - All Competition! 


have take place since that time that it ts not possible 
give any such simple and dehnite recommendation ly 
order to provide some sort ot guidance in the The Id howe ve! 
ve present suggestions which may be of help in particular 
Cases rhe owners and operators of motor fleets are keen! 
iterested in how long to run an automolhile before turning 
tin on a new car; their practices and experiences may pro 
vide useful information for the individual car owner as well 
One extensive analvsis was made for the federal govern 
ment which operates a fleet of some 260.000 motor vehicles 
that are currently being replaced after six years of service or 
60,000 miles of operation, whichever comes first After 
present government practices and policies and the procedures 
of commercial and private operators had been carefully ex 
umined, the Mansure Plan for federal government fleet 
management was evolved which presented data that indi 
‘ ited SAVINGS oO up to $200 per vehicl per ear in mainte 
ince und ! depreciatior costs could bn obt uned b replas 
ng government automobiles (sedans) before their third 
urthday or before 50,000 miles of use, whichever came first 
[he Mansure study made the point that maintenance or 
repair costs are negligible until the average motor vehicle is 
ippl ximately three years old or has traveled about 45,000 
50,000 miles At this point maior maintenance costs 
Devil to ce vele p either lor repa rs ior wear a | damages or 
t the hicle is lightly used, obsolescence, including rust d 


detenoratior becomes importa t \dmitted! thes 


Every Car TERMS? 
wit be sold TRADE-INS? 
BeLPERS DON'T DELAY—STOP In Topay; 


>, cost 
‘ z raodele H Today You Can Te 


—_— New Car Price Tag in 


ar Up Every 
America! 
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to yeogt iphu il location 


charged tor 


costs vary wccording 


service requirements, and prices 


maintenance in various sections of the countrm 
The Mansure 


tion 18 a constant fixed cost incurred hn 


Plan points out that deprecia 
ill motor 
vehicle owners regardless of the extent of the us 
of a vehick Chis cost has been steadily increas 
ing in the past lew years and represents a major 
factor of expense The pl in calculates deprecia 
tion (based on 1953 figures) for privately-owned 
sedans in the lowest price bracket as follows 
Cumuletive 
Depreciation, 
ercent 


Vehicle Age 
New 0.0 
One year 

lwo years 

Three years 


Another plan, called the Runzheimer Plan of 
automobile standard allowances, has been worked 
out by Runzheimer & Company, automobile 
cost engineers and consultants, based on years 
of automotive cost research for their clients, 
which include more than 150 leading companies 
in the United States whose salesmen drive over 
200,000,000 


studies show cars in the lower price bracket can 


miles a year The Runzheimer 
be expected to give 45,000 miles; cars in the 
medium price class, 60,000; and those in the 
top bracket at least 80,000 miles of relatively, 
trouble-free operation. The following rates of 


depre iation have been calculated in connection 


with the Runzheimer Plan of Standard Operat 
ing Allowances 

Rete of Depreciation 
$2000 (factory-suggested 


Care in the selling 


price) class and below 
First year 
Second year 


Next six months 


Total 2! 9 years 


Average per year 23.0% 


Cars in the $2100-$2500 (factory suggested sell 
ing price) class 

First year 42.0%, 
Second year 13.6% 


13.4% 


Third year 


lotal 4 years 69.0%, 


Average per year 23.0% 


(ertain makes with well-establish« 


values, such as Cadillac, for ex my 
have much lower depreciat 
than those in the tables, whilk 
some other makes will be higher 


According to the Runzheimer « t ons, the 
de luxe models show less depreciatio i the 
standard models, no doubt because the luxe 
models are easier for the dealer to sell as second 
hand cars It should be noted that dealers pay 
i good de il more attention to the app ira 
i car brought in for a trade-in than they » to 


the number of miles on the odometer The 
nature of the terrain over which the « 

will often affect the secondhand value, as well 
According to the Runzheimer figures, very little 
service will be required on a new car in the first 


15,000 miles | 


in the second 15,000 miles, there 
will be somewhat greater expenditures for serv 
ice; and maintenance in the third 15,000 miles 
will be three times as high as in the first 15,000 
Che earliest sizeable repairs and replace 
battery clutch 


models real end 


miles 
ments are likely to be a new 


piston rings, and in some 


Brake linings may be expected to be 


15,000 to 18,000 


repairs 
required after an average of 
miles. On tires, the accepted average for 4-ply 
on the best roads is 27,000 miles. After 45,000, 
the car is likely to need a costly ring and valve 
job, will require more oil, and will get a decreas 
ing number of miles per gallon of gasoline 

The Runzheimer Plan indicates that it is more 
economical for commercial fleet owners where 
50,000 miles a year is put on a car, to turn ina 
car every year. For the individual owner, it will 
likely be somewhat longer, say two and a half 
years for one of the lower-priced models; for the 
medium-priced car, three years. Runzheimer 
recommends turning in a car when the used car 
market is at its best, usually in the first seven 
months of the year 

Still another slant on when to turn in a car 
comes from the executive of a service organiza- 
tion whose duties required him to do considerable 
work in the field of analyzing car financing prac 
tices. It is his personal practice in buying a 
new car to wait until the fourth quarter of the 
year when, as he puts it, all the bugs have been 
worked out of a particular model, and then buy 
a car in the $3500 class, on which, at that time, 
he would expect to get $800 off He 
frankly admits that this kind of deal can be 


made successfully only in a metropolitan market 


about 


where the dealer's relationships with his cus- 


tomers are somewhat impersonal and there is 


considerable pressure to unload cars on which 


Continued on page 13) 
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Four 1956 Automobiles 


Buick 40 Special, Chevrolet 210 Six, 
Pontiac Star Chief, Plymouth Savoy V-8 


Buick 40 Special 


This year Buick is using the same size engine 
$322 cu. in.) for all their cars (Special, Century, 
Super, and Roadmaster), but a lower compression 
giving it 35 less 


rated brake horsepower, with Dynaflow, than thi 


ratio 1s used on the Special 
others. This lower power, however, was more 
than ample, for the car's acceleration was about 
the same as Buick's 1955 top-line car, the Road 
master The new Dynaflow transmission was 
exceptionally smooth and judged superior in this 
iutomatic transmission 


Che dashboard has been 


respect to any other 
tested so far this year 
simplified and its appearance improved. Instru 
ments are well plac ed and the bar-ty pe speedom 
eter 1s very easy to read 
clock was placed far to the right and had a dial 
of oval shape, it is very difficult for the driver 
to read the time correctly Buick engineers 
have ingeniously combined the advantages of 
The ammeter, oil 


Because the electri 


indicator lights and gauges 
pressure, temperature, and gasoline gauges 
show on a green background when the engine is 
functioning normally, and fuel supply is ade 
quate, and on a red background when it is not, 
or when the gasoline tank is nearly empty. (Gas 
tank gauge can be misread, if one assumes its 
indications parallel those of the speedometer 
with its moving red bar 

The Buick's familiar and relatively safe hood 
ornament has now unfortunately been replaced 
by one of the dangerous pointed type Che 
map light a very useful feature, also functions 
is a tront compartment light operated by open- 
ing of the front doors as well as by its own 
switch Coil springs are still used on the rear, 
but this year direct-acting shock absorbers are 
used The resulting ride in the car tested by 
CR, which had 7.60 x 15 tires, was not good on 
poor roads; in fact, it seemed to be inferior to 
that of last year's car, which used the lever-type 
rear shock absorbers 

he test car was not equipped with power 
steering; it had a high steering ratio (necessary 
to reduce the steering effort requiring too many 
turns of the steering wheel The steering ratio 
with power steering is much lower The power 


steering unit has been redesigned so that it can 


easily be removed by the serviceman for repairs 
Headroom was satisfactory in the front, but 
inadequate in the rear for a tall person; there 
was some danger of heads “ar passengers 
striking top of rear window frame when car 
passed over a bad bump \ new ' perimeter 
heating system with outlets, having adjustable 
vanes on each side of the dash, takes the plac 
of the 


heater 


previous very satisfactory underseat 
Whether or not this will be an improve 
cle qu ite heat for rear-seat 


ment and provide 


passengers was not letermin ~“! as the weather 
was not cold enough during the test period for 
Door handles were 


in adequate judgment 


located in such a position that they could acci 
dentally be opened by a passenger's knee 

A new type toot- or hand-operated jack which 
lifts at the frame (side rails) instead of the 
bumper is provided this year It operated 
satisfactorily and it appeared that it should be 
safer to use than the customary bumper jack 
from the standpoint of holding the car securely 
when in the jacked-up position 

Specifications, prices, and CR’'s rating appear 


on page 9 


Chevrolet 210 Six 


[The 1956 Chevrolet, although claimed to have 
many improvements, differs little from the 1955 
model his in itself can be much to the con 
summer's advantage (Continuing a good design 
is better than making chanwes merely tor the 
sake of change From the pomt of view ol sles 
appeal, however, continuing past design is not 
so good Many owners of « it their new 
car to look new and differ ire ior model 
without caring much whet changes are 
more than skin deep 
This year ther 
both 


equipped cars this « 


standard tra 


power of 140 and a com 
Che gasoline filler pip 
the hinged rear tail lan 
sents some hazard, sin 
over, some collects in the 
Phe car handled nicel 
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however, was somewhat 


and park The ride 


joints on concrete roads 


hard and expansion 
were felt very distinctl Chere was insufficient 


clearance between the bottom of the steering 
which 


Door 


wheel and the seat for most drivers 


made for difficulty in getting in and out 
handles were located and positioned so that the 
with the knee 

Phe (<All hye 


turned to a saler position by the dealer The 


could be accidentally opened 


which is an unwise arrangement 


instrument pancl was well arranged, but some 


controls (lights and wipers) were not illuminated 


The Power glide transmission functioned satis 


factorily Brakes were idequate ind satisfac 


tory after they were broken in, but as with last 


year 8 Car, the had a tender to pull the car 
to the right before they had worn u 
Instead of ammeter and oil-pressure gauges 


the less desirable indicating lights were used 


The hood ornament was of the projecting 
point, potentially dangerous ty jx 


Specifications prices ind CR's rating appear 


on page 10 


Pontiac Star Chief 


several cars in which tew 
from the 1955 model 
trend of the 


Pontiac is one of the 
changes have been made 
industry 


Pontiac raised rated horse power trom 180 to 227 


Following the general 


on the Star Chief series, by changing the com 
pression ratio trom 8 to | to 8.9 to 1, increasing 
the piston displacement from 287 to 317 cu. in 
ind Improving the carburetion Che new Strato 
Flight Hydra 
on the Star Chief line 


Matic transmission ivailable onl 
uses two fluid couplings 
P } 

ir} 


position was 


and tor greater safety in parking has a 


position Formerly the “reverse 


used for parking. ‘To dissipate the great amount 
ot heat 


transmission, a transmission-oil cooler has beet 


which reflects the powell losses in the 


provided; this is connected to the engine cooling 


system lhe new transmission design gave 
very smooth operation in the car tested, but as 
n all automatic transmissions the reverse tended 
to grab suddenly in backing up, and great care 
must therefore be exercised not to feed the gaso 
it ident 


line too fast, to avoid a collision or 


Steering was precise and required moderate 
effort The brakes (not power brakes 


fact, 


required 


high pedal pressure; in they seemed t 


would on i 


require as much pressure as they 


car having power brakes that were not in opera 
rion (e.g with the engine stalled The car 
yave a fairly firm but comfortable ride at low 
and moderate speeds on rough roads, but at hig h 


speed on rough roads gave a hard ride with cor 
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iderable pitching of the rear-seat passengers 


Engine and transmission noise were low, and no 
bjectionable wind noises were evident Instru 
nents were conveniently located and could be 
Ammeter and oil pressure gauges 


instead of the 


read easily 
were used mit h less cle sir ible 


ndicatir lights Headroom both front ind 
As on Chevrolet, Buick ind 


reported tre 


rear, was ample 


some other cars previously doot 
handles were located and positioned so that the 
could be 
the driver's or passenger s knee with the 
Hood ornament was of the potentially da 
pointed type See pages 12-13 of the Jar 
1956 BULLETIN Prunl 

ind trunk was convenient to load il 


ope! ited by in iccider t il cont 


space Was 


Specifications, prices, and CR’s rati 


Plymouth Savoy V-8 


Plymouth's new Forward Look with 


sweep finned rear fenders is certainl 

ind unusual, but persons of conservatt 
may think the design a bit overdons ( hanging 
the shape olf the tail lights is a good idea from a 
salety st indpoint as colorblind persons should 
in identifying the new vertical 
Push-but 


of doubt 


have no difficult 
ly elongated red streaks as tail lights 
ton shifting seems to be an innovatior 
ful iivantage It was found to be no more con 
venient to operate than the standard lever t px 
there would be some risk that a driver unfamiliar 
with the car would push the wrong buttor d 


iccident The N D L R marking 


were illuminated at night, but the 


CALM iti 
light coming 
iround the push 


buttons was ver innoving and disconcerting 


through t he clear ince spaces 
The concentrated light from the lamp filam« 
landed squarel in the eve ol some drivers 
vision under night driv 
Manufacturers r 


their new cars out undet 


made proper 


ions quite impossible 
should take 


conditions including nighttime driving 


vhat's wrong [his fault has now been corrected 


m later productior The ew shilt, however 


floes have the dy intage ol being low ited 0 ol 
the easy reach of children who might be tempted 
to play with the car's controls 
Provision has been made to prevent a icc 
dental shifting into reverse at speeds above 10 


The P 


i disadvantage particularly 


miles per hour ymoulh transmission has 


© ‘park 
is the hand brake is of the type that functions 


position 


on the drive shaft Riding quality of this car 


was good; springing was somewhat softer than 


Continued on page 13) 





DETAILS AND CONCLUSIONS ON 


Buick 40 Special 


A- (Tentative) 


Buick 40 Special Dynafiow. fact 


ing federal tax, freight. and dealer 


$269) 
judged 4 ve 

re @ neay 
£300 le Nor 
UMP y roads 


CR’‘s findings on road tests 
Gasoline mileage under test conditions 


17.2 m.p.g. (good). Over-a nile 


va iriver during the test period 
Acceleration times from 0 to 30m.) 
st" fror 20 to 5O met 74 se 
4 these were 


Speedometer 
Odometer als 


preparation 


ested price in 


SURE 


mootn 
which 


mainiiy of 
big three 


e who dr e or 


Lp. 


mt del 


Prices 


Factory-suggested retail 
price, including federal tax 
(4-door sedan) 

"Freight 


$2372 
9) 
*Preparation and conditioning 30 


Delivered price $2493 

Accessories and extras 

(factory installed) 

“Dynaflow’’ transmission 

Power-actuated seat, 
“6-way” 

Power steering 


$204.x 


92.50 
107.50 


Power brakes 
Radic 


Heater 


Safety group (back-up lights 


brake 


non-glare mirror 


emergency 


ment pane! pad) 
Accessory group ‘"M’ 

overs 
trunk 


whee! 


clock 


and conditioning 


rougr 


Specifications 


N. J 


Taxable h 


Taxable weight 


Engine 


road f , Q 
list at 


ylinders in “V 
Piston 
Brake 
440 


om pression 


rpm., wit 


rati 


full-f 


x ‘ 
6 x system 


‘ooling 


heater: iY qt 
Chassis 
Wheelbase baa 


Uver 


WwW 


length 
75.5 in 


7.1 


4. 
ith 
ix 15 
,ade 
Brake factor 
Minimum road 
Turning diameter 
whee t 


48 


steering 


Other details 


Battery: 12-volt ¢ 
light " 

. Gasoline tank |! 
instru 


Curb weight ol 
(solid 


electric 
light 


and 


license plate frame) 


Easy-Eye 


Two-tone paint 


glass 


Three-tone paint 
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horsepower 


rsepower 


3790 


arrangement! 


lisplacement 


322 cu 


(rated) ys 


in 


>) 


al 


h “Dynaflow 


‘i 


re ]uires 


w type 


a} 


4 


76 


3] 


35 (unus 


earan 


i 


irns 


(3 


see text 


<-amy{ 


7g 


Windshield wipers 


ar tested 


(Rk) 


2 


a: 


var 


, 


ity in 


to | 
I with 


{uses 


premium 


iding 


ns 


uum 


4i530 lt 


J046 @ 9 





DETAILS AND CONCLUSIONS ON 


Chevrolet 210 Six 


A- (Tentative) 


Chevrolet 210 Six Powerglide. Factory list price in N. J., including 
federal excise tax, plus freight and dealer's preparation and conditioning 
charge, $2286 


The Chevrolet 6 is judged to be a4 satislactory but not outstanding « 
The Ford 6 would appear to be somewhat the more desirable car, parti 
to riding qualities, for most buyers in this price bracket 


CR’‘s findings on road tests 

Gasoline mileage under test conditions; at a constant speed of 50 m.p.h 
18.5 m.p.g. (good). Over-all miles per gallon for the 1500 miles this car 
was driven by CR was 16.8 (good) 

Acceleration times from 0 to 30 m.p.h., 5.8 sec.; from 0 to 60 m.p.h., 17.4 
sec.; from 20 to 50 m.p.h., 9.0 se from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 9.8 se All 
considered adequate, and about the same as the Ford 6 Fordomatic except 
in the important 20 to 50 m.p.h. range where the Chevrolet's acceleration 
was slightly better 

Speedometer was about | m.p.h. fast at 50 m.p.h. 2% Odometer was 


also fast by 2X, 


Prices 


Factory-suggested retail Radio 77, 95, or 115 
price, including federal tax Power brakes 37.70 
(4-door sedan) $1896 Power steering 91.50 

*Freight 78 Turn signals (standard equipment) 

*Preparation and conditioning 120 Back-up lights 12.00 

*Undercoat 35.00 

Oil filter 8.65 

Oil-bath air cleaner 5.40 

Overdrive 107.60 

Whitewall tires 32.30 

(factory installed) Two-tone paint 13 or 26 

Heater $48 or $73 ‘E-Z-Eye” glass 32.30 

“Powerglide” transmission 192.00 ‘Lubrication bond” (no extra charge) 


Delivered price $2094 


Accessories and extras 
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Specifications 


Taxable horsepower: 30.4 
Taxable weight: 3220 lb 


Engine 

6 cylinders, overhead valves 

Piston displacement: 236 cu. in 

Brake horsepower (rated): 140 at 
4200 rpm 

Compression ratio: 8 to 1 (uses 
regular gas) 

Oil filter: available as extra equip 
ment 

Cooling system capacity including 
heater: 17 qt 


Chassis 

Wheelbase: 115 in 

Over-all length: 197.5 in 

Width: 73.4 in 

Tires: 6.70 x 15 tubeless (over 
loaded) 

Minimum road clearance: 7.3 in 

Turning diameter: 41.5 ft 

Steering wheel turns (full right to 
full left): 4.6 


Other details 

Battery: 12-volt 50-amp.-hr 
Gasoline tank: 16 gal 

Windshield wipers: vacuum 

Curb weight of car tested: 3442 lb 





DETAILS AND CONCLUSIONS ON 


Pontiac Star Chief 


A-— (Tentative) 


Pontiac Star Chief Strato-Flight Hydra-Mati« Factor 

n Pennsylvania including federal excise tax, plus freight and 
preparation and conditioning charge, $2760 

A satislactory car, wher ped with power brake This car, wh 
approximately $50 p thar Jsmobile 88 and $100 more thar 
pecial, seems t r warrant its higher price lt might 
represent the better Duy ir se n which Pontia er 

ferred to that available for the B , Ismobile 

CR‘s findings on road tests 

Gasoline mileage under test conditions 

18.1 m.p.g. (good 

Acceleration times from 0 to 30 m.p.h., 4.5 fr 0 to OO my 
wr from 20 to 50 m.p.! 8.1 sex from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 6.1 ‘ 
figure ire all good yt ly different from those of the 
pecial Dynaflou 

Speedometer was about | m.p.h . : ) musual 

Odometer was approximate ly 


Prices 


Factory-suggested retail price Radio 

(4-door sedan) $2273 
*Federal excise tax 180 
*Freight 67 Power-actuated seat, 
*Preparation and conditioning 35 4-way 

6-way” 
Delivered price $2555 Turn signals (standard 

equipment 
Back-up lights 
Tinted glass 


Accessories and extras 
(factory installed) 
Heater $89.25 Windshield washer 
Hydra-Matic” transmission 188.3 *Undercoat 
Strato-Flight Hydra-Matic Oil filter 
transmission 204.5 Power Package 
Power brakes 37.65 Dual exhaust 


Power steering 107.50 Oil-bath air cleaner 


Specifications 


Taxable horsepower: 49.¢ 


Taxable weight: 3560 li 


Engine 


8 cylinders in ‘"V" arrangement 
Piston displacement: 317 cu. in 
Brake horsepower (rated): 205 at 
4600 rpm. (227 at 4800 rpm 
with ‘“Hydra-Matic’’) 
vompression rati 79to 1 (8.91 
with Hydra-Matix which re 
quires premium gas) 
Oil filter: tull-low type available at 
extra cost 
Cooling system capacity including 


heater: 24.3 qt 


Chassis 


Wheelbase: 124 in 

Over-all length: 213 in 

Width 

Tires 
loaded 

Brake factor: 4) 

Minimum road clearance 

Turning diameter: 42 ft. 11 in 

teering wheel turns (full right t 
full left 425 with power 


steering) 


Other details 


Battery iZ-volt 5 

Gasoline tank at 

Windshield w pers 
trical type availabie 
accessory 


Surb weight of 
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DETAILS AND CONCLUSIONS ON 


Plymouth Savoy V-8 


B. Intermediate (Tentative) 


Plymouth Savoy PowerFlite. 


bac tory 


suyye sted aeiivere d 


price { 


this car, plus freight and dealer's preparation and conditioning charge 


was about $2465 


The Plymouth in several respects is judged a better car than last year's mode 


but its low road clearance is a definite disadvantage 


Power steering and power 


brakes are not considered desirable or necessary for most persons for this car 
The glare trom the transmission control box lamp into the driver's eve 


disadvantage, and adds to the hazards 


CR’s findings on road tests 
Gasoline mileage under test conditions: 
16.6 m.p.g. (8% better than 1955 model 


of night driving 


a constant speed ol 


the 1500 miles this car was driven by CR was 15.5 


Acceleration times from 0 to 30 m.p.h 
sec.; from 20 to 50 m.p.h 


celeration was somewhat better 


rated-horsepower engine 
Speedometer was about 
about 4% 


Factory-suggested retail 
price (4-door sedan) 

Federal tax 

*Freight, preparation, and 
conditioning 


Delivered price 


Accessories and extras 
(factory installed) 


Oil filter (standard equipment) 


Oil-bath air 


cleaner (standard equipment) 


4.9 sex trom 0 to 60 m 
from 40 to 60 m.p.h 
than last year's Plymouth with its 167 


x) m p h Odometer ‘ 


Prices 


Turn signals 

Back-up lights 

Overdrive 

Power steering 

Heater 

Radio, 8-tube 
9-tube 


Tinted glass 


‘PowerFlite’’ transinission 


Power brakes 
White sidewall tires 
Record player 
*Undercoating 
Two-tone paint 


> ter 


50 m.p-h 


Over-all miles per gallon for 


p.h 14.6 


7.9 | \ 


is fast b 


$15.70 
8.10 
107.70 
91.50 
75.40 
89.90 
106.60 
31.25 
183.70 
40.10 
27.25 
80.80 
35.00 
15.70 
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Specifications 


Taxable horsepower: 42.5 
Taxable weight: 3295 lb 


Engine 

8 cylinders in ‘V"’ arrangement 

Piston displacement: 270 cu 
(277 on optional engine) 

Brake horsepower (rated): 180 at 
4400 rpm 

Compression ratio: 8 to | (uses 
regular gas) 

Oil filter: shunt type 

Cooling system capacity including 
heater: 20 qt 


Chassis 


Wheelbase: 115 in 

Over-all length: 205 in. (6 in 
longer than Ford) 

Width: 75 in 

Tires: 6.70 x 15 tubeless (over 
loaded) 

Brake factor: 4) 

Minimum road clearance: 4.1 in 
with 6 passengers (too small) 

Turning diameter: 40.5 ft 

Steering wheel turns (full right to 


full left): 5 


Other details 


Battery: 12-volt 50-amp.-h: 
Gasoline tank: 17 gal 

Windshield wipers: electri 

Curb weight of car tested: 3693 It 





When You Buy a New Car 


{ ’ ; ied from pave ft 
his quota high raet mal lor tl sumers 
torthcon ui ew moc easier 
| reachu i dee 
I before 
hout S300 S 3000 « 
Lhe $300, which goes 
let 7. thn imanulacturet is oO ru 
1) the consumer in ar sort ot sery sents a 
i substantial item over a two to three thermore 
It w his ow practice to drive peopl “ 
the need for m i mer and 
It was his Suv4 } shoppi iw ior ire likel 
where a used « ing offered as with the press 
vet about tur illowances, since the models betore 
juggled readil msider and compare often an opp 
amount of ca yuired on the new car with an excey 
iddition to the trade-ir fall for mag 
Chere is no or simple answer on when the The Better 
sumer n lvantageousl pure hase a cases ol the 
m= if port int to ol this [Vix 
months tuall 


old one 


Four 1956 Automobiles 
Continued from page & 
the Ford 1 ) } er as well The rated or lanes 


horsepower has beet ncreased trom 157 and 167 vantage 


to 180 and 187 This year's more powertul idequate in| i high lip, w 
engine with PowerFiite was a much better con tends to m , . inload 
bination than last ears (see CR’s February Phe door 
1955 BULLETIN in that the 1956 engine was that the 
not observed to race objectionably when kicked the knee i i \ mon were \ good 
down tor passilig Ihe hydraulic valve lifters The test « “ uly 1 with power feering 
have been discontinued on the 187 hp. engine ind power brak« he latter were sat on 
Last Veal { Ik criticized the irrangement oft but the power | j ( ill 0 ) little 
the instrument panel in that the oil-pressure effort to operat ving ri\ without 
ind water-temperature gauges were located far proper feel of the road and \ vcle to 
to the right of the driver and out of his held of oversteer, which c i ‘ ian emer 
Vision This vear these gauges have be« dis ver when one would ne } » remem 
continued, and indicating lights located in the ber the special « . iw i tl particular 
normal position ire used Now the heater con type ol power steer ‘ . pot te ' par) 
trols have been moved over to the right where ing easier, there oO i to b eed tor 
they are difficult for the driver to operat ey power steering o1 , oul r brakes 
froster blower was ver OIsy In operation Phere ilso are consideres j er ‘ ill the ce 


were several minor features of this car mand for power 
- 


i driver accustomed to better provi 
makes would find a 


the dome 


this car 
cnes W 1 O passer 
theretore ‘ t he 


travels 
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Rotisserie 


Broilers 


tye ISSERIE broilers are being widely ad 
vertised as a versatile, convenient ind 
Many 


particularly big department stores, are advertis 


glamorous means of cooking retailers 


ing drastu price reductions in an effort to pick 


hiscount 


up some of the tide of business going t 
houses, and such statements as $19.95, original 
list $49.95" and ‘56% discount off original list 

are seen frequently Before you rush out t 
buy a rotisserie broiler, consider that it is hea, 

and awkward to handle and hard to clean, and 
that you will need a large space to store it in 


when it is not in use. More important is the 


fact that most cooking can be done better an 


easier on your kitchen gas or electric rang 
Moreover, since a rotisserie usually requires the 
full capacity ol a 15 ampere line, no other appli 
ince or lights on the same electrical branch ci 
cuit may be turned on without overloading the 
wiring This overload should blow a fuse, or if 
the circuit is not properly fused, it may cause a 
fire. <A rotisserie should never be used at the 
A 30-foot cord of 


18 wire) will cause 


end of a long extension cord 
the usual size (No i voltage 
drop of nearly 5 percent, which means that the 
heating elements will not become hot enough to 
broil or cook properly 

Perhaps partly because of the stiff price com 
petition or because the appliance is designed 
more lor sales appeal than lor enyineecring etles 
tiveness and safety, manulacturers of rotisseries 
seem to be particularly lax in inspecting their 
products. A committee of the National Retail 
Dry Goods Association has reported an “alarm 
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ing number’ of rotisseries returned by dissatis 


hed customers ipparently due to “‘lae 
ough factory Inspec tion 


Most 
expect to get one 


least full 


persons when buying a new 
which, if not perfect, is 
workable, safe to use ind practi 
lf a new ippliance doesn't work properly it 


usually taken bach or exchange or refund 


when it comes to electric il Saiety, ma 
unsale 


sands of ippliances ire sold an 


becaust insulation faults ire not obvious 


one receives a sho k 


An ap] li ince W 


ously high electrical leak ive ma 


times without giving the user a notice 
tf he has been fortunate enough 


contact with the appliance and a: 


ground at the same time ne n 
in unwarranted sense of securit in 
ipplia ice at anv time vou feel eve 

faint tingle of electricity, take the 

immediately 

the effect might easily be fatal 
Roto-Bro 


rotisseries 


ol service 
vet a re il shoch 

CR tested two samples ¢ ich of the 
400° Riviera and Broil-Quik Chef § 
ind found all four to have dangerous 
electrical leakage currents, 
This 


in idequ ite 


sometimes } 


stray’ currents electrical leakage 


caused by insulation round = the 
current-carrying parts and is very hazardous to 
the user, for, even if the shock received 

fatal, it would likely make one jump 


tarily and perh ips drop i roast or spill not ¢g 


on ones leg or toot 


After the electrical failures, furthers 





ittached 


und i cold 


h the 


pass throug “xl 
touch the appl 


eact rotisserie 


is could nave 


ind 


is 


rie nn 
better nore 
ctric oT g 


Bro 


electri 


baked the 
Vatu 


Brot 


was 
Bake+) 


the 


iCcCesso}t! 
tions 


Uu k in us 
th 


* 


the time set by ctions, the 


irl 
The sa cake 


nd in less time 


Brot 


done ie 


baked 
came oO 
I I 1 the 

Bakes) 

that 


cle ve loped 


ised whet baking . 


t and could 


illowed 


short circu 


facturer had not 
he 


The math 
‘ lemme n 


iti 


ibove the iting 


the he 


' | ' 
ited up 
' 


im sheet protecting 


lit which. of cours 


| pene 


baked 20 itt 


not 
nough ( le if 


tnis ¢ 


blew a 


t he 


might ot tx 
but t would 


rotisserie Wa 


ined ‘ 


part 


than mome 
tachable ts 
tray ol Bro 
detachabk 
Indeed, it 

out ot 


handle tor 


designed and 


the 


CAK 


W he 


Outk 
‘ 


thn 


loads ol over tive 


Bes 


i8 importa! 


‘ le ict 
iuse ol 


bn dom 


bye used t 


on a patio 


whe t he literature Sut 


t tour hed 


user 


C. Not Recommended 


use 


Broil-Quik Chef 55, Mogul GTRBSS, and Mam 


r ‘4 


moth GTCS5S5 Peerl ( 
wk 


afl pp 
14! 
time vit 


Performance 


SLIT pie 

leak igé 

reasona 

‘400° Riviera King Size, 
4 ' | 


Roto-Broil 
RIV-K (Rot 
special tie { 
I 
wit 


wire 


The upper arrou indicates the spol melled in the lop of Uv 


the wire 
the 
appli ras 


he 


take4)-Vlalic tray when 
f The 
cumstances 
the f 


would he 


short curcud bleu ne fuse i 


operaling the 


would nol blow. bul 
uw fal 
avoided easily 
of the 


pl Olograph 


wire Use 


appliance line pollage 


ould have been hy 


wire loop ar warud the side insulator 


lop as u ts seen in ihe 


al the lower arrow 
nder 
withoul 

entire 

This extreme hazard 
bringing the conne 
instead of over us 


touched 
tirne . 
suri 


a grounding Performance 


frame of the be mucl ‘ 


electri ranye 
fing 
not wive is 


high elects 
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Some New 35 mm. Cameras 
and Slide Projectors 


r Hy prospective buver ot a 35 mm. camera In the low price fratipe trie 

has a choice of several distinct designs, but good buy. For the more serio 
the eye-level camera with built-in range-finder Lordomat is one of the lowest-pric 
is the most popular Cameras olf this type are has provision for interchangs 
priced from about $50 to over $400 The differ is also well mad The Retina 
ences in price chiefly reflect quality of materials those who want a compact fold 
and workmanship, the number of built-in pw though it has the disadvantage of expos 
ture-t iking aids and vad ts, provisions lor ust of the shutter when a lens is be 
of interchangeable lenses and other accessories is one of the ver few fine tolding 
ind in some cases, a certain prestige \ ilu cameras 

There can be no doubt that the Lema ///} 

and Contax Ila at about $350 are much better Low-priced 35 mm. cameras 
cameras than the Minolta ‘A,’ which sells at A. Recommended 
ibout $50, but in the hands of most non-expert Meaten * A? (Memasenten Naw Vesk {i 
camera users, the Minolta will probably produce New York 38) $49.95 th Rol 2 5 


just about as many clear, sharp, and useful pi lon ocal lenge! 7 OS Mad 


“ 


tures as the higher priced camera In tae . pliper shutts wit te peed ft 1 
some of the very fine cameras have so man ind oO | ‘ ind bulb, set | i fa 


such complicated controls that one who is not # the camera. Synchronized fo 


thoroughly familiar with the operation of the ibs and elects 
particular camera will be confused, and miss 
many a picture because of absentmindedness or 
unfamiliarity with the devices and gadgets avail 
able. However, there are many serious amateurs Lata 
(and professionals who like fine mechanisms and = a knob attacl 
cannot be satished with anything less tha i 
Leica or Contax and a small suitcase full of acces 
SOTIes ¢ apable of dealing. in theory. that is 
ilmost any possible picture-taking problem 

Of the six cameras in the following listings 
five are eye-level type with range-finder he 
Pony is an evye-level typ but does not have a en 


youl tp ml etting at ! 
range-finder The Lerdomat, the Minolia I/ ‘ 
" hecked bb f iving Rar 
ind the Retina [i incorporate provisions tor imple vere curate Shutte 
using interchangeable lenses (available at extra st 1/100 sec. on one camera 
cost). The Retina is the only folding camera in th: stisfactor Considered a vet 


group with the advantage of extra compactness uupled range-hnder camera 


—— 
F 
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C. Not Recommended 
fair 
nd on 


were wit! 


Pony 135 C (Eastman Kodak Co., Rochester 


n coated / 


well-made 
Lordomat tributed | 
New ; $89.50 
f 50 
Ot tested | 
vide-ar ole 


ns, $64.50 


Medium-priced 35 mm. cameras 


B. Intermediate 


Graphic 35 


acing ca 


High-priced 35 mm. cameras 


mea 


; ' B. Intermediate 
it and the « fn | in dged 


» particular ad if r disac i i " : Minolta 35, Model Il Ka 
th the jal 1 he f ‘ t iso n viwa ‘ ) 
ever Has 


i! the 


4/ the far 


Vodel [/ 
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at full aperture, fair, inferior to the slower Kokkor, on 
Minolta ‘A [his camera 
was of better quality than the earlier model reported 
in CR's June 1955 Butcetin 

Retina Ik (Eastman Kodak ( $139.50, with 
Schneider Xenon C coated {/2.8 lens of 50 mm. focal 
Interchangeable lens components (not tested 
by CR) lens, $62.50 
Longar, 80 mm. telephoto lens, $82.50. Made in West 
Compur Synchro shutter with 


Shutter accuracy, variable 


length 
Curtar $5 mm. wide-angl 
ern Zone of Germany 
rated speeds of 1/500 to 1 sec. and bulb, synchronized 
for F and M type flash bulbs and electronic flasl 
(M-X) Coupled range 


finder of superimposed-image type 


Double-exposure prevention 
with single window 
Range-finder does 


Focuses from 2.5 ft 


for range-finder amd view-finder 
not couple to accessory lenses 

to infinity by rotation of knob on lens mount. Film 
advanced by lever which requires one stroke. Ad 
vancing the film cocks shutter. Quality of lens, good 
(40 to 48, to 28 lines at edge at full aperture Shutter 
speeds inaccurate at 1 sec. and 1/500 sex 30%, slow 
at 1 se 35% slow at 1/500 se Workmanship 
and finish, very good. Removal of front element of 
lens to permit installing accessory lenses exposes shutter 
mechanism to entrance of dust, dirt, moisture, a dis 
advantage. If to be used with the regular 50 mm. lens 
only, the camera is worthy of an A- Recommended rating 
Note: CR has received a report that some screw-in 
filters sold by dealers for use with the Retina 111 
camera are not designed correctly These filters can 
cause damage by making contact with the front glass 


surface of the lens 


Note: 


cameras appeared in the following CR BuLut 


Previous articles on miniature (35 mm 
TINS, available at 30 cents each low priced 
miniature cameras, Sept. '54; medium-priced 
cameras (up to $100), Oct. ‘54 ind higher 
priced miniature cameras, June ‘55;  single-lens 
reflex miniature cameras, July ‘55 


Slide projectors 


Che three slide projectors in the following listings 
take the standard 2 x 2 inch slides (either Bantam 


Revere P-888 
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or 35 mm. transparencies The Argus 300 is 
an improved version of a previous model; the 
Revere P-888 and the Signet 500 are completely 
new designs 


t-inch focal 


is which is 


The Argus is equipped with a 
length lens, rather than a 5-inch les 
common for most makes of 2 x 2 inch projectors 
With a 4-inch lens the projector will be closer 
to the screen than one having a 5-inch lens, for 
the same image size 

The Argus and the Signet come with the 
manual one-at-a-time slide carrier, or a semi 
magazine-type changer can be h aid 
The Revere P-888 has a built-in 


fully automatic slide changer 


For 2 x 2 in. slides 

A. Recommended 
Argus 300 Argus, Inc., Ann Arbor, Mich $66.50 
with magazine-type slide changer and case $48.50 
( oated f 3.5 lens 


focused by sliding lens tube 


automat 
it extra cost 


with rotary slide carrier and case 
of 4-1n. focal length 
Equipped with 300-watt lamp, triple condenser ne 
glass of the condenser is heat-absorbing), and cooling 
fan The light output was good, and evenness of 
illumination, good. Resolving power of lens, good 
Temperature of slide, 150°! 
zine-type slide changer did not accept slides bound in 


satisfactor\ The maga 


glass or in some types of metal mounts, a disadvantage 


B. Intermediate 
Revere P-8&88&8 Revere Camera ( 
$144.50, with case. A completely automatic built-in 
slide changing device feeds slides from a magazine 
(which holds 36 slides) into the projector and returt 
them to the magazine. Has choice of three speeds for 
automatic operation and provision tor semiautomat« 
operation and remote control. Built-in pointer \d 
justable light output Coated {/3.5 Wollensak 5-in 
lens 500-watt lamp, triple condenser (one glass of 


which is heat-absorbing), and cooling fan rhe light 


output was very good, and evenness of illuminatio 
fair Resolving power of lens good lemperat ire ol 
slide about 185°} 


tested was an early 


somewhat high The projector 
model and did not work satisfac 
torily, as received On several occasions, after the 
projector had been operating for a short time, the 
automatic changing device slowed and finally failed to 
operate. However, the projector was repaired by the 


factory at no charge, and worked as intended thers 


alter Purchasers might be wise to obtain a guarantee 
of full refund within a 10-day trial period if unsatis 


factory 


Signet 500, Model 1 (lLastman Kodak ¢ 
4, N.Y $72.50. Case, $20 Adapter t 
ing film strips $28. Coated f/3.5 Ektanon 
focal length, focused by rotation of lens 
mount Equipped with 500-watt lam; 
denser, and cooling fan The light outy 
and evenness of illumination, fair Res 
of lens, good Temperature of slide, 190° 


high. Lens mount fitted rather loos 


ik} 





Physical Therapy 


BY M. BECKETT HOWORTH, M.D., MED.SCI.D 





| pres AL THERAPY is the treatment of is most 

injury or disease by physical means, such as ind its 

heat or cold, wate # light electricity massage circulatio full 

stretching or manipulation, or exercises These bined with skil 

various agents ol treatment are ¢ illed modalities 

an inclusive, useful, and accepted word for Heat. Heat ma i r the reli pia 

which there is no good substitute Some forms for relaxation, for ' on of the circulatior 

ol occupational therap. emplor certal types ind asa prelimi ry to exer W he propel 

ot phy sical therap ly chose ind appled, he :s soothing a 
Physical therapy is one of the oldest methods relaxing is | for mild 

of treatment, and has long been employed not such as bruises ‘ rhike ) sor stra 

only by phy sicians but b other types ol healers muscles which -. 0 too virorou 

and laymen as well As with all other modalities tivity or fatier i , oplied by mean 


sometimes physical therapy is helpful, sometimes of a hot-w it ) \ pack or poultice 
| | | | 


t f no value but harmless, sometimes defi hot soak in a basir ink, or tub electric pa 


nitely harmful Accordingly, as in all other 

forms of treatment, the basis of physical therapy be moist 

should be competent di iwnosis The phy sian soltenine 

should be consulted before treatment is begun desirabl 

except in the simplest cases when diagnosis ts the ski 

obvious. No attempt will be made to discuss much be 

in detail all the features of all the forms effects ma 

phy sical ther ip is many of them should irea 

strictl reserved to the physician However, The he 
e the ph sician olte prescribe s some of the method 

simpler and more common forms of physi Phe bag sh« 

ther ipy tor home ipy lication, it is o partl filled vatet v1 

the layman to have some understanding that it will conform to the 

measures, their uses, and their dangers on top of it The bag 
The utilization of physical therap thin layer 

inder different circumstances It n , vent dire: 

for the rehet i pain of discomilort to has ! hot-water Dag 

the healing of disease, or for improvem ! salety here 


function of parts of the bod Physical tl y hot-water bag 
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pad. Hot soaks are convenient for the hands or 
Usually the water should be as hot as can 


be borne comfortably, 


leet 
Table salt, epsom salts, 
of bor 
ally 


acid crystals are sometimes added, usu 
However, bor 
icid should not be used where the skin is broken 
or bruised. When a general rather than 
effect a hot 
nersion of a large 

»head. | 
put 


a teaspoonful to the pint 


a local 
tub may be 
part or all of the 
sually the “hot tub 
hot ( are 
bath in hot 


is desired used for m 


bod 


‘ | 
‘ ccept 


1S Ir cle warm 


not must be exercised with the 


hot weather, and with persons who 
are debilitated 


the effect of gentle massage is added by 


have heart disease or Sometimes 
igitating 
the water b 


through a hose to give 


used if 


running it 
hose may be 
For 
especi illy of the feet 
ind cold 
be left in 
minutes and in the 


the water a circular 
ittached to a 


motion 


faucet and home 


stimulating the circulation 


contrast baths of alternate hot water 


ire useful Phe feet ma the hot water 


one and a half cold water 


one-half minute, and the process repeated for 


10 to 15 minutes goal 


Hot packs are made br 
blanket if 
ipph ing them to the 


kept 


ng towels or pieces ol hot wart 


ind 


may be 


wringing them 


ittec ted 


out 
Dh 


with a 


part hot longer 


by covering rubber sheet or oiled sill} 
ind the packs should be changed when necessarn 
Ordinarily the packs 


be applied for 15 to 20 


to keep them hot would 


minutes two or three 


times a day \ hot poultice may be made of 


flaxseed or bread and applied locally for 
heat 


moist 


Sometimes clay is used in this wa 


Electric pads may be made for only one tem 
perature, or the temperature may be regulated 
lhe pads should be properly wired and insulated 
ind kept in good order so that no wiring will be 
exposed to the person using it, the bedclothes 
or to other wires. Perhaps the only safe pad is 
the so-called wetproof one which has its heating 
element securely enclosed in rubber by vulcaniz 
ing or an equivalent process. I[t should have a 


thick cloth 


poorly made or out of order may short circuit 


covet An electric pad which is 


especially when damp with perspiration, and 
may produce a dangerous shock or burn or even 
set fire to the bedclothes. It should not be used 
during sleep, and the patient or person should 
not lie on the pad, but rather it should be laid 
him 
than 


iwainst he temperature should be warm 
hot if the pad se to be 


used repeated) 


rather especially 


Electric heating lamps or coils are of variou 
unlike 


radiation 


types, and, i heating pad, heat by con 


\ coil, plate or bulb 


as the heating element there is a re 


duction and 


icts ind 


flector for concentrating and directing the raves 
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Wattage varies from 250 to 1000 The stronger 


lamps produce consider ible heat and must he 
used with great caution The wires should be 


covered ot sufficient size 


isbestos and rubber 


ind the lamp should 
Wires 


connections or 


to carry the current safely 


wrt be burned too long it one time 


should 
broke Ti 


the ju 


not he loose it their 


| he wires tend to become qu te 


ctio with the he ing element 
ind 
he 


should lhe 


result may break off 
dist 


such 


scorching may occur! 
irom the skin 
whi h 


I he he 


comlortable warmth ma 


but not a strone heat 


sj uare ol the distance 
example will giv onl 
skin sam 


With the 


inches 


i vive iréa ofl 
ches 
ibout 24 
lhe skin may be protected from dr 
Bedclothes 
left neal 


iveraye lamp i 


will ofte he fou 
cation of a cream or oil 
should 


Tia be 


or turniture not be 


us the 1 of hire 


SOC OTt he 


Mamp of neat should ever he th | 


room because of the potential shocl 
Dhe 
result in a blotching or re 
yt iduall: 


quite 
thickened 
He it Ma 


long or 


volved repeated use ol stre 


turning to brow! 
The SKI 


sensitive 


per istent 


ind very 


be produced deep in tl 


} 
short-w diatherm 
diatherm has become this cou 
interierence 
should be giv 
Ssupe;rvisio ilter 


he 


ia 


iuse ot its 


Diathermy 


obsol t¢ bee 
ind television 
medical 


under direct 


NOSIS has been made 


improper or 
of diatherm do much harm 
When heat is used, the 
the 
Heat which is used improper! 
It should not be 


1 the Kil 


longed use 


intensity and duratio 


ind irequency ol dose should be ( iretull 


may 


| 


used 


rey ul ited 
be harmful ord ingerous 


except under medical direction, whe 


nsensitive or anesthetic when the pal 


creased by heat, or when the patient 


cute illness or organ disease 


Cold. { old reduces the rate of tissuc 


ind is used to relieve pain, t lin 


bleeding 


problems of blood circulatio 


to reduce nflamn ith 


is used tor a short time, it n 
circulatio 


delayed 


tissues 


stimulation of the 


cold results u 


use ol 


even do dan to 


old n bn applied b mre 
cold baths, or a 


bag iicohol 





| le vatiol 


he tence 


remen 


} 


hered t distinguish be 


twee ind a fracture 


re spond prompt! 
ind cold ills for 
I he i} 


the whok 


ll, debilit 


| 


ad its use tor people 


nave ory 


id aires 


Massage tends to improve the circulation, re 


excess fluid or 
flexibility to n 


move swell from the 

ind 

pain ind promotes relaxation 
Massage ol lth 

given in gf’ ns of 

tn cl 

ilthy of 
ile if 


Phe 


massage, can be 


tissues 


ind restore uscles joints it 


i‘ releve 


the Tritise les tissues 


mnasiur ithletx 
iron 


Phe 


reasonable skill 


irl distinguished massaye 


diseased tissues former 
vivel with 
latter, called medical or therapeuts 
harmtul or dangerous | given 
this held 


and if applied to diseased tissues or at the wrong 


should only be 


bs persons not especialh trained 1 


time Such massage given under 


Tl edi il direc tion 


he 


ifs purpose 
The rie 
and 1 


i ol the sh 


- i lv 


technique of massage varies 


the condition pein 

vernent should be slow. rh 

the direction ol 

swell 
issue 

ith blood mu 

saged with special « re Massage mu 

ivoided if there 
bn 

ind do ere 


the 


improving lo 


bruised or infiltrated with 


jue til 


irtt Deep 
with 


kre adit ‘ 


1s Use iT muscle is done 


stroke of wi i 
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save st 


Massage 


Stretching and man 


stretching has 


been for 
ods 
used 
ordet 
times it 
has beet 
results 
tissues, with 
ind interlerence 
difficult or imposs 
under stretch 
should be r 
success dey 
W he 
it should be do 
Manipulation 


parts which have 


forces 


ly used the 


tions hut 


tions 


that comps. 
Improper 
pal 


be dam we to 


tidal 
d fail 


rrieaore 


tissues 


Dhe ol 


i fracture 


suppose dad 


d 


M 


locked kK ree 


ipul it 


loose bod 


inipul ito 


\ dishlo if 


if 


ETIN @ 


il 


ip 


ulation. 


yhsolk 





in the neck or lower back. Such a ‘slip’ may 
sometimes be corrected by manipulation, accom 
panied by an audible crack or snap. The reliel 
may be prompt and dramatic in such cases 
However, manipulation of the spine has been 
much abused. In some quarters, slipping of a 
vertebra has been blamed for all ills, and manipu 
lation has been used as a cure-all whether there 
was actually a slip or not. If one or two manipu 
lations are not effective, repeated manipulations 
cannot be expected to help Proper medical 
evaluation should be had before manipulation is 


undertaken 


Exercises are, in the long run, the 
E-xer- 


Exercises. 
most valuable type of physical therapy 
cises have been somewhat neglected in this 
country, while the various mechanical and elec 

trical types of exercising equipment have seemed 
more attractive to patient and therapist alike. 
There has been a sort of feeling that exercises 
are too commonplace, that everybody does them 
and knows all about them. This is far from the 
truth, especially as regards medical exercise 
The proper use of exercise for injury and disease 
requires a god knowledge of anatomy and physi 
ology, anu considerable intelligence and skill 
The exercises should be chosen with care with 


spec if cel sation to the condition of the mus les, 


joint, and circ ulation, and with a clear idea of 


their purpose. They should be graduated in 
speed, strength, number of times at each session, 
and number of times per day according to the 
circumstances. The muscles should be warmed 
up gradually at the beginning, the exercises 
should never reach the full capacity of the 
muscles, and they should be stopped before real 
fatigue has occurred, It is preferable that th 
muscles be gradually relaxed toward the end of 
the exercise period. The type of exercise varies 
with the local situation and the purpose \ 
relaxed muscle, for example, is given exercises 
to increase its strength and tone, whereas the 
tight or contracted muscle is given exercises for 
stretching and relaxation Precision, rhythm, 
and timing are important tactors in the proper 
use of exercise, particularly for individuals who 
find these qualities difficult. Coordination be 
tween various parts of the body may be intro- 
duced as part of exercise. Many individuals, 
although they may be skilful in the use of the 
hands, have to a large extent lost skill in the use 
of the muscles of the trunk and legs, and re 
education may be necessary Exercises must 
be given with caution to the person with an 
acute illness or suc h diseases as high blood pres 


sure or heart disease he basic principles of 


exercise should be kept in mind even for indi 
viduals in good health. A person past the age 
ol forty should have at least a yearly medical 
checkup before indulging in vigorous or violent 
exercise. The type of exercises should be varied 
irom time to time, depending upon the health 


of the individual and of his muscles 


Mas hines ind mec hani al devi es are ol rela 
tively little value in exercise as for the most part 
it is the machine which gets the workout. Ma 
chines which vibrate or shake have little value 
as exercise, and are not good substitutes for 
massage. However, equipment such as regular 
gymnasium apparatus is of great help in aiding 
the individual to do his own exercise here is 
no substitute for the use of the muscles by the 


individual himself 


Walking is one of the best of exercises, as it 
is easy but can be extended to any length in time 
kept under control and 
Walking on 


is preferable to 


or vigor It is easily 
requires no special skill or training 
the ground or in the country 
walking on city pavements. The use of walking 
shoes is far better than the use of high heels 
or other shoes which are not 


pumps, — loafers,”’ 


suited for walking. Swimming is an excellent 
exercise as it involves the use of the whole body 
It also promotes deep breathing Its one draw 
back is the effect on the nose and throat and 
ears, and it should be avoided by people who 
are readily sus eptible to infection in thes parts 
especially in the presence ol an acute iniection 
Swimming, like walking, may be varied in vigor 
and duration ind readily kept under control 


iall the 


lree types ofl dancing such as modern stage 


Dancing is an excellent exercise, espe 


dancing, or folk dancing. Ballroom dancing has 
much less value as exercise, especially under the 
usual circumstances. Climbing is another ver. 
good form of exercise, using the muscles and 
joints ol the whole body, and also subject to 
ready control. Of the ordinary sports, golf is 
one of the best, ind tennis is suitable for those 


who can safely undertake more vigorous activity 


To sum up, a simple injury with an obvious diag 
nosis may be treated with the ordinary types of 
physical therapy available at home. If there is any 
question of diagnosis or of choice of treatment, 
competent medical examination should precede 
treatment at home, and the treatment should be 
carried out under medical direction. There should 
be a clear understanding as to just what is desired, 
and specific directions as to just how it is to be 
carried out. Under these conditions, home treat 
ment should be safe and helpful. 


22 e CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN @ FEBRUARY, 1956 





To Paint with a Roller or with a Brush? 





AIN1T 


popular 


ROLLERS 


home 


widely 
though 


have become 


among crattsmen 


not among professional painters Ihe rollers 
do make good tools for many painting purposes 
and amateurs 


On the other hand 


for they are relatively inexpensive 
quickly learn to use them 
exaggerated claims have sometimes been mack 


for the roller applicators, particularly as to 


painting with them 


speed if} } 


Limited tests made on paint rollers have 


indicated that the usual rollers are not faster 
in applying unless they are 


paint compared 


with brushes that are not as large as they should 
be for the job 

rhe rollers appeal greatly to the publi 
especially to those who have not had enough 
experience to paint well with brushes, but the 
highly colored by the 


presented in ad 


popular opinion may lb 
fact that the 
vertising from the first as the tool for the do 


rollers were 


it-yourself worker, with the implication that 
much greater skill is required to use a brush 
properly It is believed that amateur painters 
who work enough with both tools to acquire 
reasonable facility with them will tend it! 
to favor the brush, in spite ol the fact that the 


rollers are low priced compared with a good 


brush 


[he brush remains a far more versatile tool 


than the roller Ihe roller works on flat or 
nearly flat surfaces only, and it is not capable 
of “cutting in rally raight and workman 
like line at the edge of the 


surface, say where 


the plastered wall meets the wood trim The 
brush can be used on irregular surfaces such as 


moldings on rounded suriaces und in recesses 
After reasonable skill has been acquired snug 
straight edges can be drawn with the brush 
without smearing neighboring surfaces that are 
not to be painted 

The brush gives tl pair use of his sense 
ol feel in ipplying paint in a wa‘ that the roller 
Such feel is an 


does not important uid | 


spreading paint at a eve thickness ever 


Moreover the 
the ability to contro 


where brush gives the painter 


thickness ol ippire ito 
within the widest limits permitte I b the con 
Thus he il 


put on i heavy coat tor coat work or a thin 


sistency p operties ol the paint 


one tor touch-up : oller, there 


i 
strong tenden tor Coa y to ie land dow 
thicker 
filled roller 


just belore the roller 


where i stro eu with i ewl 
than it ; id of the 
the coating thicknes 


more with 
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plied with a brush. When paint of a deep color 


1 used, variation in thickness of the film ma‘ 


cause a variation in color that appears when 


the coating dries 
Another point is that the consistency of the 
kept 


when roller application is used 


paint must be within narrower limits 
Considerable 
variation of consistency is permissible with a 
brush. With roller application, the consistenc’ 


must be just about right 


Paint spattering occurs with the roller more 
than with the brush; thus, if the roller is moved 
just a little too fast, much paint is thrown off 
by centrifugal force to spatter over near-by ob 


With a 


large enough to be con 


jects in very fine drops brush, the 


spatters are usually 
spicuous and are, therefore, wiped up promptly 
The minute spatterings from the roller may not 
even be seen until later on after they have dried 
and have become difficult or impossible to re 
move satisfactorily 


Finally, there is a difference in surface appear 
ance in the paint applied by the two methods 


done oroper! 


The brush-mark pattern, whe proj 


is considered much more attractive than the 


‘orange peel” pattern laid down by the roller 

4 subscriber has written to ask whether it was 
true, as a dealer had told him, that rollers could 
heir use is not 


work with oil paints 


be used only with water paints 
limited in this way Chey 


Loo, prelerabl with the so-called fiat paints 


Any pro luct that is to be applied with a roller 
must be of the consistency of paint so that it 
spreads easily and 


“stays put’; itt must not 


have the pull or tackiness of enamel House 
paint can ordinarily be applied with a roller i 
it is not of a brand that has been too much 
however 
the ob 
with a 


enamelized For house painting 


rollers are little used, evidently because 
can be done faster and more effectively 
good brush The effective use of rollers would 
be limited to the flat surface of beveled lap 
board) or flush siding The rollers would be 
poorly adapted to the grooved surfaces of novelt 


or drop siding \ special narrow roller avail 
able for painting the lower edge of beveled or 


drop siding 





Tips to the Handyman-Hobbyist 


59 Maiden 
Lane, New York 8, has issued an interesting 
ed 46-page booklet entitled Tips to 
How to Do It 


rhis booklet has several pages on how 


HE Home Insurance Company 


well-illustr 
the Handyman-Hobbyist on 
Safely 
to use power and hand tools safely Chere is 
a discussion of the blowtorch and its hazards 
and hazards with woodworking machines. The 


booklet 


machine operations in metal working 


covers salety aspects ol hand and 


soldering 


sanding; electrical shock and fire hazards: wor} 


ing with paint and varnish cleaning and 


polishing; ladders; chimneys, flues, fireplaces 


household appliances heating, cooking, and 


hot-water equipment; garden and yard worl 


power mowers radio an television installa 


tions; guns and ammunition. It also discusses 
fire precautions, and other import int measures 
home 


for safety that will interest almost any 


ownhet Su gle copies ol the booklet are avail ible 


without charge from the office of the Home Insur 
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ince Company at the address mentioned above 

\nother 
charge from the National Association of Home 
Builders, 1625 L St., N.W., Washington 6, D.t 
rhe title is Home Safety 
pamphlet is published by the National Associa 


useful bulletin is available without 


Principles ind =the 


Builders Research Institute and 
prepared by that 
with the National Safety Council and the U.S 
Public Health Service This 8-page 


deals with safety outside the home and with 


tion of Home 
organization in cooperatior 
pamphlet 
the house, and contains many suggestions that 
particularly to people who 
are about to plan and build a home Especiall 

helpful is the treatment of the ipon 
built otten 


will be very useful 


! 
which 


the house is which ma involve 


ieedless hazards to young children and others 
ompactl 


The material is interestingh 


presented ind will be of service ilmost every 
homeowner ind likewise to teachers who are 


concerned with safety education 


RUARY, 1956 





Electric Lamp Bulbs 


cp gardet i of electric lamp is « actual voltage of 120 
of our mo i ind widely used he almost one ha Nov 
hold items Since isons invention of will suppl bo 


would if ru 


hand, uf 


( incl a t 
candesce 
tr present while 
exceeds two bitho nnually 
illest commercial lamp co 5 less tha 


lor 


the largest. 50.000 watts 
it great 
s1Ze€s8 Although most lamps well made 
relatively inexpensive the 
more light at lower t if cert 
suurchase and use a followed 
at the iarkings on the bulb 


60-watt 120 


First look 


lor examplk 
(seneral ble yf yurse the mat 
120 v 


ty ope! ited 


, 
he socket 


tine 


elerred to . oO ’ unit The , 
Evervone ' atl lif ' y, wil ol thos ‘ ‘ } f | aul 
home ts er TOO0O of ' LOM) Pye 


electri 


re ivailable 


j thro 
that these 
closely ¢ 
regulated to 


ite test Bulbs 
ible mene scrrie 
voltages wil the 
iven tow it the 

| imi pe CaAql 


several thousa 


Table Showing How Lamp Characteristics Vary at Different Line Voltages 


Table is based on a standard 60-watt 120-volt lame 


Cost of lamp Cost of 
Voltage Watts Units of including tas electricity Aporoximate 
at consumed useful light for 1000 ine for 1000 hr Expected Life 

5 r f 


socket by lame 100 is normal cents 
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1000-hour average life spans for bulbs for house 
hold use represents a calculated compromise be 
tween long life with consequent decreased fre 
quency of replacement, and maximum efficiency 
which gives the most light per dollar spent for 
electricity. If one considered only the combined 
cost of the lamp and energy, 
made to have a shorter life than is now the 
standard practice. On the other hand, the ad 
vantages ol convenience ind freedom from need 
lor trequent replacement dictate a longer life 
than that which would give the greatest over! all 
the cost of light 


slightly 


economy Fortunately, cost 


ol lamp plus electricity increases but 
with increased lamp life 

There are, however, situations where either 
high efficiency in 
Photo 


flood lamps used in photography are designed 


extremely long life, or very 


use of electricity, may be desirable 
for very high light output and high efficiency 
(light output is measured in lumens and effi 
ciency in lumens per watt They have an 
average life of only three to 10 hours. On the 
other hand, lamps used in traffic signals have 
an average life of 2000 to 3000 hours, because a 
needed is 
Che labor 
costs involved in replacing a single signal lamp, 


likely than the 


actual cost of the lamp itself 


long interval before replacement is 
more important than high efficienc) 
higher 


for example, are much 


The homeowner can follow similar principles 
by a proper choice of bulbs. If your average 
house voltage is 120 volts, you can use 125-volt 
bulbs in overhead porch lights and in other 
fixtures that are difficult to get at or where long 
life would be desirable and high efficiency is not 
particularly important, In reading lamp fixtures 
in which bulb size is often limited by the space 
available, more light can be obtained (at the 
frequent burnouts) by using 


expense ol more 


10% 


COST OF LAMP BULBS 





90% 





COST OF CURRENT 


The consumer's lighting dollar 


lamps would be 


! . ' 
Amps r ited it 5 voits below the average work 


ing voltage Obtaining lamps ot difterent volt 
ages may prove difficult or impossible in som 


communities. however 


unless an enterprising 
electrical supply dealer is willing to stock lamps 
in the voltages you want or obtain them for 
on order 

The cost of the lamp 
only a small part of the total cost of produc! 
light We have noted that ior a OV-watt 1270 
volt lamp ibout 9/10 of the 


the lamp in the 


bulb itself makes uy 


total cost of usi 


home is for electrical ¢ erg 


Certain manufacturers of incandescent lamps 
' 
have seized upon the fact that the publi ind 
ive ts iré 


indeed many industrial purchasing ag 


not aware of the relationship between the lamy 
Dhese firms are ofter 


life and lamp efficien: 


ing, as though it were a new and important 
development, lamp bulbs which are designed to 
burn far longer than the normal period lo 
make such lamps is easy, but it is uneconomic 
ind wholly unwise for the consumer to bu 
unusual circur 
You can have lor 
high efficiency, bu 
both in the same lamp Phe 750 t 
1000 hours of life afforded by lamps of standar 
ibout the right figure The 


consumer would lose money on i 60-watt 2000 


long-life lamps except in the 


stances already discussed 


: 


life or you in have 


an’ have 


reput ible make is 


hour lamp, for example, even if he got it free 


One thing is certain, the good lamps will be 


made by the people who have been in the bus 
ness of making lamps for a long time and are 
well known for the common elec tri lamp repre 
sents a large component ol costly research and 


manufacturing know-how The amateur and 


the fast-buck salesman in this field have litth 
to offer in competition with the old-line manu 
facturers 

Here are a few hints on efficient use of lamp 
bulbs 

1. Make sure the rated lamp voltage of lamps 
you buy is the same as the average volt ige sup 
plied by the power company in your home 

2. When you see 


the inside, it will pay to replace it, or to put it 


i lamp that is blackened on 


in a fixture where it will be burned only occasion 


illy and where on that account efficien is not 
important 
3 Wipe of the outsice ot the 


damp cloth at dusting time (but 


with a 
course 


when the lamp is hot 


4. Wherever 
rather than two or thre« 
eftliment one 100 


practi ible 

small ones 
lamps are mort 
virtually as much light as two 60-w 


with 1 20 percent saving of electricit’ 
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5 urn lights off when they are not 1 
lests indi » that the turning on and 
lamps has a negligible effect on their life 
is not true of fluorescent lamps whose 
shortened by turning on and off of current 
6. Where the 


stantial, it will pay to take 


number of lamps used is sub 
uivantage of the 
types of lamps produced. Special lamps 
ind places where 
There 


such is 


many 
ire made for rough service 
lamp repl icemen#t is diffi ult or expensive 


high temperatures 


ps tor | 


p 
side baking ovens 


CR’s test 


ly order to evaluate 


ire ilso lan 


the relative merits of ele 


tested the products of 
40-watt 


neral lighting 


tric lamps, CR recently 
four manutacturers, in both 60- and 
Nine or ten inside frosted ve 


lamps of four brands two 


s17¢8 


seTvicet sizes were 


checked tor light produced, maintenance of light 


output, efficiency ind life Light outputs ind 
j 


efficiencies were determined by phe tometric a 


power consumption measurements 


Following a relatively short ‘seasoning’ peri 


od, the initial measurements were made and the 


lamps were then placed in racks and burned for 


‘UV percent of thew rated life 700 nours) under 


the necessary closely controlled voltage condi 


tions Chey were then removed from the racks 
ind the measurements rej. ited The relative 


efficiencies and maintenance of light output per 


Corrections and Emendations to Consumers 


Ihe electrical fidelity of the am 
plifiers in three of the phono- 
graphs listed, Pilot PT-1010, 
Philco 1755, Webcor 1139-2. was 
printed incorrectly as 6 db. down 


Medium-Fidelity 
Phonographs 

Pages 13 and 14 
Sept. ‘55 Bulletin 


Che correct figures are 
Philco 17 
1 db. at 


at 45 cycles per second 
Pilot PT-1010, 5 db. at 45 « p.s 
+1 db. at 45 « p.s.; Webcor 1139-2, 
45 c.p.s. The ratings are not changed, as they 
were based on the correct db QThe 
hgures given in the BULLETIN for the high-fre 


values 


quency response are correct 
The manufacturer has informed CR that 
power output figures obtained for the Pilot P7 


were ot representative ol 


1010 phonograph 
normal production A test was made of another 
sample of this phonograph, which the manufac 


turer supplied rhis second sample, which was 


not identical with the first showed considerably 


more power output and lower distortion (9.4 
than was observed in 


his 9 4 watts power 


watts at 1% distortion 


the original test sample 


watt ol power consumed wert 
lamps were then replaced 
o burn an additional 300 hours 
hours) or until burnout 

The light or 
dur ng its life 


and bulb blac! 


watts Ss | 


fewer 
gradually becomes 
the hlament ad 


Although 


were roted the were 


slight 

sidered of 

cient magnitude t vat special preterence 
consumer to . cular brand of the 


| dustn to be cons d 


by the 


four teste 


its good surpri iniform product 


Ratings and prices ippl to the 40- and 60 


upon | 


120-volt, insick 
frosted, eneral lieht \ Vice lamp lhe rated 
life ol ll the 1TOOO h yur 


include s the tedet il excise tax 


A. Recommended 
Champion ion Lamp W 


dated klectri ul 


watt sizes of the manulacturet 


lamps teste | was 


Pri ce 


General Electri« 
Cleveland 12 1% 


Sylvania 
Mass 19% 


Westinghouse 
held, N.] 1% 


Research Monthly Bulletins 


output would be more than ample for satista 


tory perlormance The phonograph continues 


to receive an A rating is belore 


Gas-Fired Auto 
matic Water 
Heaters Il 
Pages 21-22 
Sept. ‘55 Bulletin 


Delete statement no 
Four Star 


llomart 
inode (undesirable 
ind Standard Series heaters now 
have anodes 
Change 20 val $110, to # 
val., $110 
Insert the 
Hiomart (Seat 


exceptions to the 


Page 21 


following Il he 


Roebuck & Co 


Page 20, Col. 2 
Line 9 


usual water 


heater guarantees in that on thew 10-year 
h but ilso to 


yuarantees are 


guarantee not onl iret 
install a new tank im the 
first five years 

guarantees, a similar 

the tank fail in the fis 

log does not correct! 

provisions will be whe 


his heater and its accomp 
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Interference Filters 


Power line interference filters 


If one were to believe the advertisements in 
newspapers and magazines about noise filters 
these devices would effect complete elimination 
of all noisy interference on radio and TV re 
ceivers. It is common to find such claims as 
“Stop Radio and TV noises Instantly Filter 
interferences caused by all 


eliminates noisy 


motor appliances, autos, oil burners, et 


Untortunately, these results cannot be pro 
duced in fact with devices such as those CR has 
seen advertised and has tested 
Advertisements would have one believe that 
all noise in radio and television enters the 


Actually, only 


a very small amount does enter the circuit in 


through the power line cord 


this manner. In the better transformer-powered 
'V and radio sets, there is a shield in the trans 
former which adequately blocks the entrance of 
slight noise impulses that might otherwise be 


carried into the set through the power line 

Most noise interference in radio or TV re 
ception is picked up by the antenna, rather than 
coming in over the power line directh Lhe 
power lines of a house are usually not shielded; 
the ‘‘noise’’ generated by an appliance or motor 
is fed into these lines and radiated by them into 
the space about the house Then the antenna 
picks up the radiation and delivers it to the r 
ceiver. Placing a device called a “‘line filter’’ at 
the radio or TV set might block electrical noise 
from entering through the receiver's power cord 
but the chief cause of interference, radiation 
from the power lines transmitted “through th 
Plac iy 


as possible to an offending 


air’ to the antenna, will not be affected 
the filter as close 
appliance, for example, an electric mixer, will 
sometimes lessen the interference by blocking 
the noise before it can enter the power lines 
Most filters are merely 


(capacitors) which by-pass high-frequency ele 


simple ( ondenset 5 


trical noise on the power line, and divert it from 
the line to ground Che filters tested were all 
of the plug type, which is inserted into the con 
venience outlet and then the appliance or radio 


is plugged into the filter 


B. Intermediate 
Bell-Tronic Line Cord Filter (Bell-Tronic Research 
New York City) $1. Plug-type tube, cardboard con 
struction, with a single .25 mfd. (microfarad) condenser 
across the power line. Had some effect in reducing 
noise when the noise-generating appliance was plugged 
into the filter. Since there was no noticeable effect 


when used at the radio or TV and away from the source 


of interterence, this unit would be rated < 


mended uniess used at the appliance 
trical disturbance (mixer acuum 


example 


Belltronic Line Filter ibe WI 

$64, Rockville Centre, N. $1. Con 
plug-t pe hiter with separate grounding 
0.01 mid 
lead This filter was effective only when pli 


like Bell-Tro 


mdensers from each side of 


ippliance wr rie wource 


C. Not Recommended 
Cleartone Line Filter Household 
716, Scarsdale, N. Y.) $1. Plast 
with a single 0.005 mid. condenser from 
line to the separate grounding lead Dire 
for this devi © be inserted into the po 
le ad ; 


wa that ore condense 


ing? yuunded side of the lime Had itth 


ible effect vhether used at the ipplian 


radio or T\ 


TV picture interference filter 


In addition to noise in the sound nother type 
of interference found on the TV screen is caused 


Chis in 


presents itself as bands of wavy lines or a wav 


by radio-frequency radiation 
pattern or check pattern all over the screen. It 
is often caused by radiation of radio tre juencies 
to which the T\ 


machines, or from FM radio trans 


receiver is susceptible tron 


diathermy 
mitters, unfiltered or improperly shielded am 


teur (ham) radio stations, or even from some 


types of in andescent light bulbs hese signals 
for the most part enter the TV receiver through 
By pl icin i hlter of 


the proper type in the antenna line at the set 


its antenna input wiring 
the annoying interference can be greatly reduced 


and in some cases completely eliminated 


B. Intermediate 
Drake High Pass Filter TV-300-50HP \& 
Co., Dayton, Ohio) $2.91 at radio-T\ 


\ high pass filter advertised to 


reduce interference 


from diathermy, radio stations, or any radio frequency 


Housed in a metal box with 


onnectior ) ry set it 


below 50 megacycl 
100-ohm leads for 
terminals in series with lead-in wire Was found t 


antenna 


ittenuate (diminish) all electrical ‘‘noises’’ having fre 


hd 


quencies below 50 mc. to a great enough de 
duce substantially their interference with TV receptior 
As the device also attenuates (to a lesser degree) signal! 
from 690 to 90 mx 


where reception on channels 3-6 was already poor, a 


it would not be advisable to use it 


the filter might then reduce reception below the point 


of act eptabilit 
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Dry or Powdered Milk— 


and the problem of lead in food and beverages 


the suggestion of readers who were 
the 
which pp ired in our October 1954 Con 


Re 


the 


A’ our 
Milk 
SUMERS 


terested in irticle on “Evaporated 


RESEARCH BULLETIN, 


onsumers 
inalyses made for 


| 
i 


“ irct have 


brands of 
{ dered skin 

fat dry milk solids I he 
luded ler Slariae 
nstant Pet 


All the 


content « 


‘ id ‘ i product via 


milk, dry mill 


three 


ousl Know! is DOW 
ni 


were Bor 


the same 
ft le ' rai {to 0.4 
which 

ible 


ian 


Salli] 


8 opinion would 


parts per mull 
| obre that 


ol 
ormall | 


ot be al ISSUIMIING 
consume al 
miuct Dut 
which CR 


sub 


members tre 


irye quantitse if the pe 


it 1s somewhat above a lerance 


would consider satisitactor' whet i food 


stance is consumed in fairly large quantities, or 


s regularly consumed by children 

(CR is indebted to a st 
Health official 
content f fluid 
with an investigation of lead exposure 
lead had been found by 
the children Milk 


showed lead to the exteit of 0.2 to 


ile 


Ly partment ol 


lor intormation regarding lead 


milk, which was disclosed i 


connector 


na tamily where chemi 


cal tests in one of san ples 


n this home 
t) $+ me 


per liter of milk Iwo samples from the 


producers and from the d showed lead as 
and 0.4 mg 


same sources showed 


if 
Other sample s irom 
to U 1 


high as 0.3 mg 
the from 0 
ead with 

examined that the 


tent of fluid milk in that stat 


meg | 


per liter and these other Samples 


le ad 
might be expected 
This 


sulliw t 


indicated ormal 


con 


of 0 to 0.1 liter 
but 


would neo ¢ 


to be in the range per 
negligible 


that there 


imount is not 


ow certainl use for 


persons who co 


’ 
lor | 


ilarm 
; 


lire 
ite mounts of n 
It is be that lead 


supply ha fror 


lie ved 
ix urred 
with le is little 


SOe 


sum ptior ' 


as (0.1 mit r liter would t t he nevure 


it abou but there is reaso to believe that 


should | 


that inf ts 


ther of It 


this col 


this n 


borne nectio 


re susceptible to amounts of lead 
probably be 


ind 


‘ arly 


which 


vested br 


ler ale . 


. sii 
wouid 


unin port inf 
‘ 


thor 
st 


is suscept Die 


accord! oO om il 


e. three tin 


| 
ead as 


\ lead thorit this heid 


CONSU MERS' 


Momier-Wilh 
lead ike 
ive 


possil ve 


(MM) CM) 
dangerous 
mquire 1s 
wht wort 
dail 
wed 

be iniwe 
lood alone 
¢.2 irom 
gasoline 
intake: n 
erable amor 
ectio 


dust imnco 
It n 


Vor 
ordi 


iv to chemists ca ot 


borne ilso that 


analyt thods 
detect lead with certai ! ie 


immount pres nt 


is very tar below 1 part milo Determina 


tion of smaller amount 
ol 


analytica 


food 


ills for refined methods 


analysis av ly the relatively tew 


W ho ) ha 


chemists [ 


ex. re 


tion ol ind beverage : 


tithoul 


of tood sul tances tor c« metal 


Monier \\ 1] ! 
Br 


presence ‘ 


itish 


particular food mus 


regarded itself, | 


contributio 


1 he 
econon 
vided 
about 
9) VY o7 
Siar de 
milk it 
tore ot the 
Ameri 


the 


the 


th it 


und 
Slarlac 
the tern 
where ‘ 

ot ‘ i 
( OTT) pa 
whicl 


solids 


ze to be the 
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Off the Editor's Chest 


Continued from page ? 


gain, attenuation, instrumentation, hysteresis, 
and overshoot—to mention a few commonly 
used terms. 

The technique which is used to turn out more 
products with fewer people in certain fields of 
manufacturing is viewed with alarm by labor 
officials and some of their supporters, who voice 
the fear that it will create vast unemployment 
with subsequent economic disaster. Much the 
same apprehension was exhibited in the days 
of horse-drawn buggies and wagons when motor 
cars first made their appearance. There is no 
doubt that automation is primarily a method 
of cost and labor saving, but, as one industry 
executive has pointed out, there is nothing to 
be feared in freeing people from drudgery. Auto 
mation provides more efficient production and 
must surely result in a decrease of production 
costs and a corresponding increase in the stand- 
ard of living. 

On the other hand, figures from the Depart 
ment of Labor late last year indicated that gains 
in labor productivity from 1947 to 1953, a period 
of six years, barely equalled the annual rise in 
productivity which took place in the twenty years 
before World War |. Furthermore, the recent 
productivity gains were not so great as those 
made in industry during the boom following 
World War |. Since wage increases following 
the end of World War II have been substantial, 
with accompanying price rises (of automobiles 
and bus fares, as two obvious examples), con- 
servative economists suggest that an increase in 


automation is mecessary as a means to halt 
creeping inflation. 

A major technological development to stem 
the rising cost cycle is apparently overdue and 
greatly needed. 
fore the Congressional Committee studying the 
impact of automation suggested, in an era when 
the opportunity for geographic expansion is 
almost nil, the only practical means of expand- 
ing our economic system is through the develop- 


As one scientist testifying be 


ment of new products or through the develop 
ment of techniques for producing commodities 
more efficiently. 

The consumer is the one who will benefit by 
the resulting accelerated flow of manufactured 
products. It is to be hoped that in the propa 
ganda battle which is likely to take place, led 
by labor politicians who will try to frighten 
workers with the boogieman of their being re 
placed by machines, they will remember that 
those who manufactured buggy whips and harness 
straps certainly lost their jobs when automobiles 
became popular but opportunities for employ 
ment were increased a thousandfold. Moreover, 
work was made more pleasant, hours of labor 
were shortened, workmen had automobiles to 
ride home in, and for shopping and recreation, 
instead of bicycles and horse-drawn streetcars. 
The progress of industry can be impeded by 
shortsighted legislation, but advances in auto- 
mation or the increased use of machinery offer 
almost limitless opportunities for the production 
of new, better, and cheaper products. 


Abridged Cumulative Index of Previous 1956 Consumers’ Research Bulletins 


Month VPage 


Ammonia and hypochiorite 
bleach, mizing, dangerous 

Antibiotics, overuse 

Appliances, emall, repair 


oy 
Automobiles, 19561 

Mercury Monterey, Ford 6 
Jan., 12-15 


Jan., 3 
Jan., 16-19 

Volkswagen, newly -designed, 
echeduled for production Jan., 4 
Jan., 15 


Jan., 33 labe 
Jan., 4 


Jan., 4, 35-4 
book, review 


winter driving facts, review 
of booklets 


Jan., 3 


Dabsten, acetate and rayon, 

ne 

Foods, frozen, improper handling Jan 

Home craftaman, recommended 

Installment buying, review of 
booklet 

Kitchens, built-in, need for 
standardized dimensions Jan., 44 drivi 

Macaroni and hetti, 


improved quality 
Meat, Inspection service for water 


Month Page Month Page 

Jan., 3 
each issue 
Jan., 28-3” 


Jan., 5-8 
Jan., tt 
Jan., 25 
Jan., 27 


Ranges, gas, special features 
Jan., Records. phonograph t 
Rugs, problems in buyingt 


Shavers, electrict 

Jan Shock, electric, heed warning 
Silver, tarnish preventive?! 
Snow-melting systems 


Television receivers, 1956! 
Television viewing end aight 


Jan., 
Jan., 9-11 


— Jan., 3 
Tires, whitewall, cleaningt _» 


Water heaters, cost of heating 
Jan., 21, 22 


Jan... 4 


Jan., 4, 38 





Motion picturest— 





GQeSene, instant, prices| 


t- 

war Jan., 2, 24 

Corrections and emendationst. Jan., 1% 
yourself 

Price rises 


Editorial each tasue, page 2 


Plans and patterns, do-it- 
i] 


prolonging the life of 
tanks 


each Iasue Jan., , 22 


tindicates thal listings of mames or brands are 


included 


Jan., 25-27 
Jan., 4 
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Ratings of Motion Pictures 


HIS section aims to give critical consumers a 
Deep Blue Sea, The (British 


digest of opinion trom a wide range of mo ? S Desert Sands 
reviews, including the motion pi ] 2 Desperate Hours 
? Devil Goddess 
Diabolique (French 
zines—some 19 different periodicals in all. The Diane 
Divided Heart, The (British 
Don Juan's Night of Love 
represent the judgment of a single person, but (Iealian 
are based on an analysis of critics’ reviews Double Jeopardy 

The sources of the reviews are Dr. Knock (French 
Box Office y Ne -_ The Exhibitor, Films in Re Duel on the Mississippi 
Harrison sport, Joint ‘ Current Motion Pictures, Motion ) Female on the Beach 
Picture Herald, National ( Decency, Newsweek, New York Finger Man 


Herald Tribune The New Yorker, Parent M agasine 
Release of the D .. Pres ynmiliee, Reviews and Ratings by the Flame of the Islands 


Protestant Motion Picture Council, The Tablet, Time, V arve weekly d ; Footsteps in the Fog 
Ihe figures preceding the title of the picture Fort Yuma 
indicate the number of crit hose judgment vouare 
cate ie umber oO cCTILICS WHOSE jwudygments Francis in the Navy 
of its entertainment values warrant a rating of 5 Frisky (Italian 
A (recommended), B (intermediate), or C (not Gentlemen Marry 
Krunettes wi 
recommended ? Girl in the Red Velvet Swing, 
Audience suitability is indicated by “A” for rhe 
wy ‘“ ’ Girl Rush, The rita 
é ~ i Vv “) eS & ‘ ( 4 
adults, **Y for young p ple 14-1 , and ] Good Morning, Miss Dove { 
for children, at the end of each line Gun that Won the West, The w 
5 Guys and Dolls 
Hamido (Egyptian 
Headline Hunters 
} Heide and Peter 
dramatizati ov 
romance P Helen of Troy 
science fiction Hell on Frisco Bay 
| an wame } Hell's Horizon war-mel 
dealing with the lives Hill 24 Doesn't Answer 
people in wartime (leraeli) waredr A 
western » Hold Back Tomorrow 
House of Bamboo 
African Lion, The doc-c AY( Houston Story, The 
Air Strike war-dr A} How to Be Very, Very 
1 
1 


tion picture 
ture trade press leading new spapers and maga 


motion picture ratings which follow thus do not 


al 


Descriptive abbreviations are as follows 
ture mel —melodrama 


All that Heaven Allows dr- Popular 

Apache Ambush we Il Am a Camera 

Apache Woman I Died a Thousand Times 
Artists and Models ‘ I'll Cry Tomorrow 

At Gun Point c A) & Illegal 

Indian Fighter, The 

Bar Sinister, The Inside Detroit 

Beast with 1,000,000 Eyes, The it's a Dog's World (see Bar 
Bed, The (French com Sinister, The 

Bengazi mel it's Always Fair Weather 


Benny Goodman Story, Kentuckian, The 
The mus-hiog-< Killer's Kiss 
Betrayed Women ; King Dinosaur 
Big Bluff, The King's Thief, The 
Big Knife, The ( Kismet 
Blood Alley wa Kiss of Fire 
Bobby Ware is Missing m ys-mel ; Lady Godiva 
Break to Freedom (British war-mel A} ) Land of the Pharaohs 
Bring Your Smile Along — mus-com- | Last Command, The 
Case of the Red Monkey ? Last Frontier, The 
(British) mys-mel ] Lawless Street, A 
Chicago Syndicate ri-me Lay that Rifle Down 
City of Shadows ri-me ] Lease of Life (British 
Cobweb, The nov-« 2 Left Hand of God, The 
Count Three and Pray dy Let's Make Up (British 
Court Martial (British war-dr ‘ Letters from My Windmill 
Court Martial of Billy Mitchell, French) 
The 1 Littlest Outlaw, The 
Crooked Web, The ri-meé Lord of the Jungle i 
Dam Busters, The (British) war-me/ 2 7 Love isa Many Splendored Thing 
Day to Remember, A (British m } 7 Lucy Gallant fy 


<—— a a ee ee Oe oe 


CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN e@ FES) 





~ 
oN 


et 


ee 


~ 


ie ee 


Maddalena (Italian) 

Magic Fire 

Man Alone, A 

Man from Laramie, The 

Man Who Loved Redheads, T 
(British) 

Man with the Golden Arm, 
The 

Man with the Gun 

Mau Mau 

McConnell Story, The 

Midnight Episode (British) 

Murder in Villa Capri 

My Sister Eileen 

Naked Amazon, The 

Naked Dawn, The 

Naked Sea, The 

Naked Street, The 

Night Freight 

Night Holds Terror, The ont 

Night My Number Came Up, 
The (British) 

Night of the Hunter, The 

No Man's Woman 

No Way Back (German) 

Oklahoma 

On the Twelfth Day 

One Desire 

One Way Ticket to Hell 

Open Secret 

Paris Follies of 1956 

Pearl of the South Pacific 

Pete Kelly's Blues 

Phenix City Story, The 

Picnic 

Princess Cinderella (Italian) 

Prisoner, The (British) 

Queen Bee 

Quentin Durward 

Race for Life, A (British) 

Rains of Ranchipur, The 

Rebel Without a Cause 

Rebound (British) 

Return of Jack Slade, The 

Road to Denver, The 

Rose Tattoo, The 

Running Wild 

Samurai (Japanese) 

Scarlet Coat, The 

Sea Shall Not Have Them, The 
(British) 

Second Greatest Sex, The 

Seven Cities of Gold 

Shack Out on 101 

Shadow of the Eagle 

Sheep Has Five Legs, The 
(French) com 

Silver Star, The wes 

Simba (British) doc-dr- 

Sincerely Yours mus-dr-« 

ee doc-« 

Special Delivery é 

Spoilers, The 

Square Jungle, The 

Summertime 

Svengali (British) 

Tall Men, The 

Tarantula 

Target Zero 

Teckman Mystery, The 
(British) 

Teen-Age Crime Wave 

Tender Trap, The 

Tennessee's Partner 

Terror in the Night crt-mel 

Texas Lady mel-~< 

This Man is Dangerous (French). me! 

This Strange Passion (Mexican) dr 

To Catch a Thief ert-mel- 


war-lnog-« 
mys-mel 
crt-mel 
mus-com-« 

frav-« 

dr- 

doc- 

crt-mel 
mri 
mel 


war-dr 
crt-mel 
mys-mel 
war-mel 
mus-cOom-<« 
fan-¢ 
dr 

soc-dr 
soc-mel 
Mus -¢ 
mel-< 

mus -mel-« 
crt-mel 
dr « 


fan 


nov-< 
soc-mel- 


war-dr 
mias-com 
hast-dr-« 

my 

adv-« 


crti-mel 


Com-<« 
mel-< 


‘VC 


war-dr 


} 
1 
i 
i 
i 
i 


i j 


Reissues 
ously rated 


i 

! 

i 7 
A 
A l 
4 
4 


1 
i 
i 
1 I 
| 
1 
| 

A 


AY¢ 


mel , 


A 


soc-mel . 


l 
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1956 


(oldtimers you 
in the CR Bulletin indicated 


To Hell and Back 

Top Gun 

Toughest Man Alive, The 

Three Stripes in the Sun 

Treasure of Pancho Villa, The 
Trial 

Trouble in Store (British 

Trouble With Harry, The 

Twinkle in God's Eye, The 

Ulysses (Italian 

Umberto D (Italian 

Vanishing American, The 

View from Pompey's Head, The 
Virgin Queen, The hist-dr 
Wakamba dot 
Warriors, The 

We're No Angels 

Wichita we 
Will Any Gentleman? (British 
You're Never Too Young mia 


ar 


may have seen before 
Anchors Aweigh 

(March °46) 
April in Paris (June °53) 
Asphalt Jungle, The (Dec. 
Battleground (Apr. '50) 
Bend of the River (Aug. 52 
Berlin Express (Dec. '48) 
Big Sleep, The (Apr. 47) 
Big Street, The (Jan. 43 
Black Eagle (Apr. '49) 
Bringing Up Baby 

(Di. Dec. '38) 
Broken Arrow (Jan. ‘51) 
Call Northside 777 (Aug. ‘48 
Carson City (Nov. "52 we 
Champion, The (Nov. '49) 
Cyrano de Bergerac (June ‘51 
Dakota Lil (Sept. '50) mt 
Day the Earth Stood Still 

(Apr. *52) 
Every Girl Should Be Married 

(June *49) 
Green Dolphin Street (Dec. '47 
Guy Named Joe, A (Aug. ‘44 
Home of the Brave 

(Jan. 50) propaganda-dr 
House of Strangers (Jan. '50) dr 
I Remember Mama (Oct. ‘48 mm AYE 
Ivanhoe (Jan. '53) 1¥¢ 
Lover Boy (British— Lovers, 

Happy Lovers, May ‘55 
Miss Grant Takes Richmond 

(Apr. °50) 
Music Land (excerpts from Make 

Mine Music, June '46 & Melody 

Time, Feb. '49 mus 
Petty Girl, The (March ‘41 
Reap the Wild Wind 

(Nov. *43) 
Return of October (July ‘49 
Saratoga Trunk (June ‘46 
She Wore A Yellow Ribbon 

(Apr. "50) we iv 
Shepherd of the Hills (Feb. '42) sow A) 
Spellbound (June '46) 
Tall in the Saddle (July '45 
They All Kissed the Bride 

(March 43) 
Thieves’ Highway 
Third Man, The (July 
Twelve O'Clock High 

(July 50) 
Walk A Crooked Mile (Apr. ° 
Where the Sidewalk Ends 

(Feb. "51) 
Window, The (Dec 


"50 


mel 
war-dr 
Wes -< 
war-mei 


mel -« 


war-dr 


car 


mel 


Apr. "30 
"50 


49 





The Consumers’ Observation Post 


Continued from page 4 


answer to the lady’s problem appeared in a September release 
tional Institute of Drycleaning which pointed out that water: 
pronounced on some fabrics than others Crepe fabrics treate 
with a water-soluble gum, as well as fabrics that contain 
sizing, but which do contain finishing oils that are put 

the fabric is manufactured, will show water spots and pers 

The N.I.D. indicated that water spots may be prominent on 

Satin fabrics made of rayon and acetate It doesn’t matter what 
paid for the fabrics In order to test whether the fabric of 
ire considering buying will be subject to this defect, put seve: 
water on the edge of an inner seam and allow it to dry 


* * > 


QUALITY RATHER THAN PRICE is the present interest of consur 
ing appliances At least that is the view of the gas appliance 
according to J. Theodore Wolfe, executive vice president of the 
Gas & Electric Co Mr. Wolfe noted that the new 1955 gas ranges 
great improvement over earlier models, with new ignition systems and 
dermic-needle-size "mini-—pilots" in both oven and broile: The Ame: 
Gas Association Laboratories as of January 1, 1956, withhold approval 
all ranges which do not offer.completely automatic ignit ms 
new stoves are considered quite an innovation in an in 
resisted the adding of new features that would have ir 
Siderably 


. > > 


THE FAVORITE GROCERY ITEMS these days are those 
service," according to one trade association executive 
used. to describe a host of items that require little work 
the homemaker to produce an excellent finished product 
foods," "“no-work foods," “ready for the oven," “ready fo 1e n" mixe 
instant coffee, tea, cocoa, ready-made stuffing, canne ’ frozen teak 
barbecue with fuel and grill included, and a long S zen foods that 
need only to be heated and eaten No doubt this fi thi nakes for east 
of preparation has added to the cost of distribution or the sprea 1 price 
between what the farmer gets and what the consumer pay: 
as any homemaker can tell you, is not cheap 
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PORK SOLD IN RETAIL STORES is more closely trimmed. Or hadn’t you 
noticed? Swift & Co. late last year began to trim fat off pork loins and 
shoulder butts to a thickness of a quarter inch instead of the customary 
half inch. Competition has forced other packers to follow suit in varying 
degrees. The announced objective is to get thrifty housewives to buy more 
pork, which is in plentiful supply. 


* * * 


WOMEN’S DRESSES OF NYLON-AND-COTTON combinations are often treated 
with a resin finish for a crisp, silk-like effect. The National Institute 
of Drycleaning warned last fall that a number of such garments have given 
unsatisfactory service in wear, dry cleaning, and wet cleaning. The Insti- 
tute noted that some women have experienced fabric damage in such garments 
even before they are cleaned. Splitting of the fabric and damage from 
using too hot an iron to smooth the cotton fiber are the two chief causes 
of unsatisfactory performance reported. 


* * *# 


HOW TO WRITE DIRECTIONS which only a fool could misunderstand is some- 
thing of a problem. The president of Economics Laboratory, Inc., L. B 
Osborn, points out that an engineer may think a set of directions is ex- 
cellently set forth, but how the ordinary reader interprets them is often 
another matter. Mr. Osborn observed that it is just possible the reader 
doesn’t want to be bothered referring to page 22, section 5, subparagraph b, 
but will go ahead and do things his own way--all backwards. 


NOT NEW BUT WORTH MENTIONING: 


Trianon Porcelainized Iron Cookware (Imported from Belgium by Markt & 
Hammacher Co., 53 Park Place, New York 7) 7-1/4—inch skillet, $3.25. 
Enamel on iron; green inside, blue-gray exterior, with detachable wooden 
handle that had a metal ring for hanging skillet on wall or rack. The 
skillet was quite satisfactory for frying, sauteing, pan broiling, etc. It 
held heat well and cooked food at low temperature satisfactorily. Food did 
not stick to it, and it was cleaned easily. Its smooth, attractive finish 
made it usable as a cook-serve piece, particularly in view of the fact that 
the handle was detachable. On the other hand, this wooden handle could 
easily become charred in cooking and might be difficult to replace. With 
this type of ware, there is a possibility that some degree of toxicity may 
be present when the enamel is etched by acid foods, but it is not consid- 
ered likely in normal use of an enamel—lined utensil. 
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Phonograph Records 


BY WALTER F. GRUENINGER 


Please Note The first symbol ipplies to quality of interpretation, the second to fidelity of + 


Boccherini: Quartet New Music Quartet. Columbia ordinar wsistance from the orchestra wing 
ML 5047. $4.98. Four exciting eighteenth century string One of the best disks of this work AA AA 
quartets brilliantly played and recorded AA AA Verdi: Aida. Callas, Tucker, Barbieri, et inder 
Brahms: Symphony No. 4. Detroit Symphony Or Serafin. 6 skles, Angel 3525-C/I $15.94 Tucker is 
chestra under Paray Mercury MG 50057. $4.98. The clear as a bell, dramat forceful the middle and high 
symphony belongs in every basic library and this disk is registers, weak the low Barbieri sings as well as she 
almost good enough to qualify for first choice. But the did in Victor LM 6122, whict ery good. Call the 
warmth of the Toscanini recording (Victor LM 1713) and most exciting and dramatic da on records but not the 
the great, powerful interpretation win out AA A most musical. Some of the “‘of ind choral singing 
Haydn: ymphonies 94 and 101] Rochester Philhar is off pitch Magnificent con ti 0 ‘ 
monic Orchestra under Leinsdorf. Col. RL 6621. $1.98 between the ‘moder Angel 
(,00d value here in two of Haydn's most popular sym ing All are recommended 
phonies (the “Surprise” and the “Clock” Played and tare Wine. Shannon Bol 
recorded fairly well A A Song b Jer nt 
Monteverdi and Merenzio: Madrigals on texts from ¢ id Hammer 
Il Pastor Fide The Golden Age Singers. Westminster others that never made the hit | 
WLE 105 $5.75 Sensitive singing of lovely early fashionable New York nightclub 
Italian music AA AA smoothly and enunciates so clear! 
Mozart: Le Nozse di Figaro. Siepi, Poel, Casa, Gueden back and enjoy yourself 
etc., under Kleiber 8 sides. London XLLA 35 $19.92 Spiritual luskegee Institute 
An operatic masterpiece which is very well sung, directed Westminster WN 18080. $4.98 
and recorded London offers the recitatives which the Pray Rockin’ lerusalem i » Be Ready 
more animated and brilliant Columbia SL 114 does not Were You There ‘ s sun . a cho 
Thus London offers desirable continuity The perform with soloists 
ance on the pre-war Victor LCT 6001 still is impressive 1 Toscanini Omnihi 
for its remarkably sung ensembles but the fidelity do« ca 4 sides, RCA 
not match today's output \ difficult choice, but I lea pieces previously released on , or the most part 
toward Londo AA AA recorded at variou ' 
Paganini: Violin Concerti 1 and 2 Ricci with the cluded are the “Carme 
London Symphony Orchestra under Collin Londot ture, the three Weber 
LL 1215. $3.95. Show pieces demanding extraordinary strongl rhythmic losca 
technical skill from the soloist Ricci has pleaty of that fidelity 
Moreover, his playing sounds sweeter and even more Your Mu il Holiday in Vienna 
musicianly than formerly, though he has lost none of his vy Zacharias and Hagestedt and others 
cisive style There are a few spots where the orchestra 4.98. Deoca has issued nine albums in 
entrances are not precise but it is a minor criticiem of a ngi rot »to Vienna If I had to: 
very fine disk that would be even better if the violin were i“ } ‘ the music presented 
less distan Michael Rabin piays the A backed \ | ‘ re waltze ind polka 


} 


by the oun ' on the new Angel 3525' H cy by sm we os who pay les 


primary t ’ oO insuf cw they 
ship AA A 
Puccini: Madama Butt llas, Gedda, etc., under 
von Karaja I . rei $23 $15 94 
dramatic performance with excellent orchestra fai oliday in the ca DL S141 
Pinkerton (Gedda) and a controversial, wobbly-high-no nd off li y, folk istrumental 
Butterfl Callas Stull no highly recommended moder coor " zith sre promune 
recording of this opera A AA 
Ravel: Daphnis and Chloé. Boston Symphony Orches 
tra under Munch. RCA Victor LM-1893 , 98 Muncl f imbus Ave 
really gets to the heart of this rich, modern, French, ballet or A rd f zation whi 
core (complete here), and the orchestra and chorus show operas ‘ . 10-inch disk 
they are experts, too. Excellent recording AA AA d » dis ’ 50, plus shipping and postage 
Saint-Saéns: Sacchanale & Thomas: Raymond Over liste from the Seragl 


I Pearlhsher Barber of Seville Coro 


laren 

| amoureux inder Fournet kp Lf 4174 $5.95 f Popea Principally young European yet 

Dramatic, light, French music superbl played and ably directed and well recorded except for the 

recorded AA AA { the 10-inch disks where some distort 
Tallis lamentation leremiakh th P’ropnet and ihere were no poor sets the 

Hymns for Alternatwe Plainsong and Polyphony Thee sted “intermediate or “recomme 

Deller Consort singer Bach Guild BG 55! $4 98 None however tops all available 

A great 16th century polyphonist is now represented i choice of those he 

Schwann's LP catalog Beautiful, devoted ging | Tyler, loh f 

sextet led by Alfred Deller AA AA Pearlfisher ch appears wother | 
Tchaikovsky: Piano Concerto No. / | with the d ‘ 1 ring ttiwilda f 

( hicago Symph« ny Orchestra under Reiner CA Victor set re offe ‘ rs . wi ! 

LM 1969. $3.98 I chaikovsky's most D> t . rto ckno ly h . ) imit there a 


Smooth, occasionally electrifying piar 


ture & Auber: Four Overture Orchestre des ( certs 
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